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(Department of English)

WARNING
1. PLAGIARISM OR HIRING OF GHOST WRITER(S) FOR SOLVING THE ASSIGNMENT(S) WILL DEBAR THE STUDENT FROM AWARD OF DEGREE/CERTIFICATE, IF FOUND AT ANY STAGE.

2. SUBMITTING ASSIGNMENT(S) BORROWED OR STOLEN FROM OTHER(S) AS ONE’S OWN WILL BE PENALIZED AS DEFINED IN “AIOU PLAGIARISM POLICY”.

Course: Language Variation & Stylistics (5665) 
Semester: Autumn 2025
Level: MA TEFL
                                                                                               
Please read the following instructions for writing your assignments. (AD, BS, B. Ed., MA/MSc, MEd) (ODL Mode).

1.
All questions are compulsory and carry equal marks, but within a question, the marks may be distributed according to its requirements.

2.
Read the question carefully and then answer it according to the requirements of the question.

3.
Avoid irrelevant discussion/information and reproducing from books, study guides or allied material.

4.
Handwritten scanned assignments are not acceptable. 

5.
Upload your typed (in Word or PDF format) assignments on or before the due date.

6.
Your own analysis and synthesis will be appreciated.

7.
Late assignments can’t be uploaded to the LMS.

8.
The students who attempt their assignments in Urdu/Arabic may upload a scanned copy of their handwritten assignments (in PDF format) on the University LMS. The size of the file should not exceed 5MP.

Total Marks: 100
                                                                                                   Pass Marks: 40

ASSIGNMENT No. 1

(Units 1-9)
Q.1. 
Define the term ‘language variety’ and discuss how it applies to non-native Englishes such as Pakistani English, Indian English, or Nigerian English. In your view, should these varieties be treated as legitimate in TEFL contexts? Support your answer with linguistic features and sociolinguistic arguments. 





(20)
Q.2. 
Discuss the role of contextual factors (such as audience, purpose, setting, and relationship between speakers) in shaping the style and register of spoken and written discourse. Illustrate your response with examples from real-life communication (e.g., a business letter vs. a personal email). 








(20)
Q.3. 
Choose a short poem or literary excerpt (maximum 10 lines) and carry out a stylistic analysis focusing on elements such as foregrounding, imagery, sound patterns, deviation, and parallelism. Comment on how these features contribute to meaning and reader response. 








(20)
Q.4.
Write a comprehensive note on the syntax of literary discourse, discussing features such as sentence variation, syntactic deviation, inversion, ellipsis, and foregrounding. Provide examples from poetry or fiction to illustrate your points. 


(20)
Q.5.
Reflect on the value of literature as a pedagogical tool in language classrooms. How can literary texts (native and non-native) be integrated into TEFL curricula to enhance learners’ linguistic awareness, intercultural understanding, and communicative competence? Include practical suggestions for classroom use. 


(20)
Total Marks: 100
                                                                                                   Pass Marks: 40

ASSIGNMENT No. 2

(Research Project)
Instructions

This assignment is a research project. You are required to study the relevant area/ conduct research, and prepare a brief report on your findings in the given area. You will then have to submit the report within the scheduled period and present/ upload a presentation of the project report/project. The presentation carries 100 marks, 40 marks for the written report, and 60 for the presentation. Pass marks are 16 and 24, respectively.

Guidelines for the written report and presentation:

a) The written report should have an introduction, body, and conclusion. It should be written in clear, concise, and correct English.

b) It should be 5-8 double-spaced typed/handwritten pages.

c) APA 7th edition should be followed for references.

d) You must go through five books.

e) The oral presentation is to be assessed and evaluated mainly in

i. Contents of the assignment/report

ii. Communication skills

iii. Language Accuracy

iv. Language Fluency

v. Presentation style

You may use audiovisual aids like charts or any other relevant material for an impressive presentation with the permission of your tutor.
Project:

Select two short stories—one written by a native English writer and the other by a Pakistani English writer and conduct a comparative analysis focusing on language variation and stylistic choices.

In your assignment, address the following:

1. Lexical and Syntactic Patterns:
· How do the authors differ in their use of vocabulary, idiomatic expressions, and syntactic structures?

· To what extent do these differences reflect native or non-native command of the language?

2. Narrative Style and Voice:
· Examine how each writer constructs narrative voice, character dialogue, and tone.

· Are there stylistic risks or innovations that seem influenced by linguistic background?

3. Cohesion and Coherence:
· Analyze the use of discourse markers, paragraph structure, and logical flow.

· How do these choices affect the readability and stylistic fluidity of each text?

4. Cultural and Pragmatic Nuances:
· Identify how cultural context and pragmatic use of language shape storytelling.

· Are there instances of cultural hybridity, miscommunication, or creative adaptation?

Your analysis should draw on the relevant concepts from stylistics and sociolinguistics. Use close textual analysis, supported by at least 5 scholarly sources, to substantiate your comparison.
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