ALLAMA IQBAL OPEN UNIVERSITY, ISLAMABAD

(Department of English Language and Applied Linguistics)


WARNING

1. PLAGIARISM OR HIRING OF GHOST WRITER(S) FOR SOLVING THE ASSIGNMENT(S) WILL DEBAR THE STUDENT FROM THE AWARD OF DEGREE/CERTIFICATE, IF FOUND AT ANY STAGE.

2. SUBMITTING ASSIGNMENT(S) BORROWED OR STOLEN FROM OTHERS (S) AS ONE’S OWN WILL BE PENALIZED AS DEFINED IN THE “AIOU PLAGIARISM POLICY”.

Course: Psycholinguistics & Language Teaching Methodology (5655)

Level: Diploma TEFL
Semester: Autumn 2025
Please read the following instructions for writing your assignments. (AD, BS, BEd, MA/MSc, MEd) (ODL Mode).

1.
All questions are compulsory and carry equal marks, but within a question, the marks are distributed according to its requirements.

2.
Read the question carefully and then answer it according to the requirements of the question.

3.
Avoid irrelevant discussion/information and reproducing from books, study guides or allied material.

4.
Handwritten scanned assignments are not acceptable. 

5.
Upload your typed (in Word or PDF format) assignments on or before the due date.

6.
Your own analysis and synthesis will be appreciated.

7.
Late assignments can’t be uploaded to LMS.

8.
The students who attempt their assignments in Urdu/Arabic may upload a scanned copy of their handwritten assignments (in PDF format) on the University LMS. The size of the file should not exceed 5MP.

Total Marks: 100
Pass Marks: 40

ASSIGNMENT No. 1

Q.1
What are the key features that distinguish human language from animal communication? 
(20)

Q.2
Compare and contrast behaviorist and constructivist theories of learning.
(20)

Q.3
Explain the concept of the "critical period hypothesis" in relation to mother tongue learning.

(20)

Q.4
What are the key features of the Audio-Lingual Method and the Communicative Language Teaching approach?
(20)

Q.5
How does the Communicative Approach prioritize fluency over accuracy in language learning and why?
(20)

Total Marks: 100
Pass Marks: 40

ASSIGNMENT No. 2

(Project)

The second assignment is a project. You are required to study the relevant area, conduct your research, and prepare a report on your findings as per the given instructions. You will have to submit one copy of the report to your tutor within the scheduled time. The written report should have an introduction, body, and conclusion. It should be written in clear, concise, and correct English. It should have 2000 to 3000 words. Your assignment will be evaluated in terms of originality of research process, English language mechanics, and clarity of ideas.  

You will prepare your project on any ONE of the following topics. Your tutor will assign different topics to different students during your classes.

1. 
Visit any government school in your area. With the permission of the principal, OBSERVE a language classroom at the primary level for FOUR weeks. 


Based on your understanding of Vygotsky’s Sociocultural Theory (SCT) and relevant SCT-based approaches (e.g., collaborative or peer-learning activities, scaffolded tasks), write detailed notes on your observations from the class, such as teacher-student interactions, peer interactions, and the use of scaffolding in supporting language learners.


Analyze Vygotsky’s Sociocultural Theory and its impact on language teaching, answering the following questions: 

a. How does the theory’s emphasis on social interaction, scaffolding, and the Zone of Proximal Development (ZPD) shape contemporary language teaching methodologies? 

b. Provide practical examples of how language teachers can apply these principles in the classroom.


Submit your findings in the form of a project report.  

--OR--

2. 
Read about and discuss the influence of affective factors such as motivation, anxiety, and self-confidence on second language learning. 


Based on your understanding of these factors (Unit-5), prepare a list of 3-5 questions and conduct semi-structured interviews with 5-10 English language teachers who are teaching to BS/MA level students in a university. These questions should focus on teachers' understanding of factors affecting foreign language learning, as well as their experiences and challenges in teaching English.


Analyze the interview data and submit your findings in the form of a project report.  
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