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WARNING

1. PLAGIARISM OR HIRING OF GHOST WRITER(S) FOR SOLVING THE ASSIGNMENT(S) WILL DEBAR THE STUDENT FROM THE AWARD OF DEGREE/CERTIFICATE IF FOUND AT ANY STAGE.

2. SUBMITTING ASSIGNMENT(S) BORROWED OR STOLEN FROM OTHER(S) AS ONE’S OWN WILL BE PENALIZED AS DEFINED IN THE “AIOU PLAGIARISM POLICY”.

Course: Management of Serial Publications-II (5654)
Level: MLIS
Semester: Autumn, 2025

Please read the following instructions for writing your assignments. (AD, BS, Bed, MA/MSc, MEd) (ODL Mode).

1.
All questions are compulsory and carry equal marks but within a question the marks are distributed according to its requirements.

2.
Read the question carefully and then answer it according to the requirements of the questions.

3.
Avoid irrelevant discussion/information and reproducing from books, study guides, or allied material.

4.
Hand-written scanned assignments are not acceptable. 

5.
Upload your typed (in Word or PDF format) assignments on or before the due date.

6.
Your own analysis and synthesis will be appreciated.

7.
Late submission of assignments will not be accepted.

8.
The students who attempt their assignments in Urdu/Arabic may upload a scanned copy of their hand written assignments (in PDF format) on University LMS. The size of the file should not exceed 5MB.

Note 1: 
Use your own words while working on your assignment. In case of quoting any fact or statement from any source, always remember to provide full reference of the source according to “APA 6th ed. available at: http://ijolis.aiou.edu.pk/?page_id=251 

Note 2: 
Students at this level are expected to use multiple sources in solving this assignment. All questions carry equal marks. 

Note 3: 
Resources to solve this assignment are available at the LIS Department website: http://lis.aiou.edu.pk/
Total Marks: 100  
Pass Marks: 40
ASSIGNMENT No. 1

(Units: 10–14)
Q. 1
What are the key challenges faced by abstracting services in their growth and development? Provide examples to illustrate issues such as content selection, indexing, technological advancements, and accessibility, and discuss how these challenges impact the effectiveness of abstracting services.
(20)

Q. 2
What are the distinctive characteristics of serial cataloging? Discuss in detail the processes, challenges, and best practices involved in cataloguing serials, including the role of metadata, issues with title changes, frequency, and updates, and how they differ from cataloguing other types of library materials.
(20)
Q. 3
What is your assessment of serial librarianship in Pakistan? Discuss the current state of serials management in Pakistani libraries, including challenges related to collection development, access to digital resources, preservation, and the role of serial librarians in managing and organizing these materials.
(20)
Q. 4
Provide a detailed overview of the Higher Education Commission (HEC) Digital Library of E-journals. Discuss its objectives, services, and impact on academic research in Pakistan, focusing on how it facilitates access to scholarly resources, promotes academic collaboration, and supports higher education institutions.
(20)
Q. 5
What classification approaches for serials are proposed by Smith and Osborn? Discuss their methods in detail, highlighting the differences between their approaches and the impact these systems have on the organization and accessibility of serials in libraries.
(20)
Total Marks: 100  
Pass Marks: 40

ASSIGNMENT No. 2
(Units: 15–18)

Q. 1
What strategies should libraries implement to ensure the preservation and conservation of serial publications? Discuss the various techniques, including environmental control, digitization, and physical conservation, and explain how these measures contribute to the long-term accessibility of serials.
(20)

Q. 2
How can libraries effectively negotiate with subscription agencies for serials acquisition? Discuss the key factors such as pricing, licensing agreements, access rights, and vendor relationships that influence successful negotiations, and provide examples of best practices.
(20)
Q. 3
Why are many librarians hesitant to automate the serial collection management process? Explain the challenges and concerns related to automation, such as system integration, staff training, and the complexity of serial management, and explore possible solutions to overcome these barriers.
(20)
Q. 4
Why is comprehensiveness crucial in the development of union catalogues? Discuss how a comprehensive union catalogue enhances resource discovery, interlibrary cooperation, and access to materials across libraries. Provide examples of successful union catalogues and explain their impact on library users.
(20)
Q. 5
Visit a nearby university or college library and interview with the librarian regarding their serials management procedures. What key aspects of serials acquisition, cataloguing, and preservation are discussed? Attach a summary of the findings along with the questions asked during the interview, and provide insights into how serials management is handled in that particular library.
(20)
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