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WARNING
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Course: Sociology of Deviance: Theoretical Explanation (4691)
Level:   Postgraduate
Semester: Autumn, 2025
Total Marks: 100
Pass Marks: 50

ASSIGNMENT No. 1
(Units: 1–4)
Q. 1
Define deviance and explain its relative nature in different cultural and societal contexts. Discuss how cultural values and societal norms shape the perception of deviance, providing relevant examples from Pakistani and international contexts.
(20)
Q. 2
Explain Robert Merton’s typology of individual adaptation within Structural Strain Theory. Discuss each mode of adaptation (conformity, innovation, ritualism, retreatism, and rebellion) with examples of how they manifest in society.
(20)
Q. 3
Evaluate Merton’s Anomie Theory as an explanation of deviant behavior. How does social inequality contribute to the strain experienced by individuals, and how might this strain lead to deviance?
(20)

Q. 4
Discuss the main propositions of biological and psychological explanations of deviance. Compare their assumptions about human behavior and give examples of how these theories might interpret the same deviant act differently.
(20)

Q. 5
Write short notes on the following:
(10+10)

i.
Positive Deviance and Its Impact on Society


ii.
Role of Personality Traits in Deviant Behavior
ASSIGNMENT No. 2
(Units: 5–9)
Total Marks: 100
Pass Marks: 50
Q. 1
Define social control and explain its role in maintaining social order. Compare the effectiveness of formal control measures (laws, police, judiciary) versus informal control measures (family, peers, religion) in preventing deviance.
(20)
Q. 2
Discuss the central ideas of Labeling Theory in understanding deviance. How does societal reaction influence an individual’s self-identity, and in what ways can labeling reinforce deviant behavior?
(20)

Q. 3
Analyze the structural and cultural factors that sustain prostitution as a social issue in Pakistan. Discuss the influence of urbanization, migration, and lack of economic opportunities, in addition to poverty and gender inequality.
(20)

Q. 4
Organized crime often thrives through strategic structures. Compare hierarchical, network-based, and hybrid organizational models of criminal groups, explaining how these structures ensure operational secrecy and survival.
(20)

Q. 5
Explain the concept of white-collar crime with reference to its economic and social consequences. How do technological advancements facilitate certain white-collar crimes? Provide examples from banking, corporate, and cyber sectors. 
(20)

2

