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	WARNING

1. PLAGIARISM OR HIRING OF GHOST WRITER(S) FOR SOLVING THE ASSIGNMENT(S) WILL DEBAR THE STUDENT FROM AWARD OF DEGREE/CERTIFICATE, IF FOUND AT ANY STAGE.
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Course: Political and Constitutional Development in Pakistan-I (4667/9360)

Level: M Sc/BS Pakistan Studies
Semester: Autumn, 2025
Please read the following instructions for writing your assignments. (AD, BS, BEd, MA/MSc, MEd) (ODL Mode).

1.
All questions are compulsory and carry equal marks, but within a question, the marks are distributed according to its requirements.

2.
Read the question carefully and then answer it according to the requirements of the question.

3.
Avoid irrelevant discussion/information and reproducing from books, study guides, or allied material.

4.
Handwritten scanned assignments are not acceptable. 

5.
Upload your typed (in Word or PDF format) assignments on or before the due date.

6.
Your own analysis and synthesis will be appreciated.

7.
Late assignments can’t be uploaded to the LMS.

8.
The students who attempt their assignments in Urdu/Arabic may upload a scanned copy of their handwritten assignments (in PDF format) on the University LMS. The size of the file should not exceed 5MB.
ASSIGNMENT No. 1
(Units: 1–4)

Total Marks: 100
Pass Marks: 50

Q. 1
Hostility between the political factions in five provinces of Pakistan portrays a gloomy picture of Pakistan’s political scenario in the early years of independence of Pakistan. How far did these factors affect the political and constitutional development of Pakistan? Answer the question in the light of Ch. Muhammad Ali’s views.

(20)

Q. 2
The Urdu-Bengali controversy was the main cause of mistrust between the people of East Pakistan and the ruling elite of West Pakistan. Answer the question referring to the Pakistani leadership’s inflexible stand on the language issue.

(20)
Q. 3
Critically examine Keith Callard’s views about the formation, composition, and performance of the first constituent assembly of Pakistan.

(20)

Q. 4
Do you agree/disagree with Governor General Ghulam Muhammad’s justification for the dissolution of the constituent assembly of Pakistan? Answer the question in of the legal dispute that surfaced in consequence of the dissolution of the constituent assembly of Pakistan.

(20)

Q. 5
Figure out the salient features of the 1956 Constitution. Do you agree with Zarina Salamat’s views that 1956 Constitution was the indigenous version of the 1935 Indian Act? If yes, develop your argument in the light of the author’s postulation.

(20)

ASSIGNMENT No. 2

(Units: 5–9)

Total Marks: 100
Pass Marks: 50

Q. 1
Critically examine the political situation of Pakistan that led to the promulgation of martial law in 1958. Give a critical appraisal of social reforms introduced by the military regime of Ayub Khan.
(20)

Q. 2
Ayub Khan introduced the autocratic Presidential form of government in Pakistan. Answer the question in the light of processes adopted by Ayub Khan for constitution making and focusing on the powers of the President enshrined in the 1962 constitution.
(20)

Q. 3
Critically examine Ayub Khan’s policy of developing financial-economic institutions. Why did these institutions fail to prevent the concentration of economic wealth in a few hands?

(20)

Q. 4
Discuss and analyse the amendments made by the Ayub regime in the 1962 constitution after September 1965.
(20)

Q. 5
Critically examine the causes of the downfall of the Ayub regime in the light of historical facts.

(20)
	COURSE OUTLINES

POLITICAL AND CONSTITUTIONAL

DEVELOPMENT IN PAKISTAN–I

Course Code: 9360
Course Coordinator: 

Akhtar Hussain Jakhar


1. Introduction to the Course


This course intends to discuss and analyse the relationship between the socio-political milieu and the process of constitution-making in Pakistan. This course has been divided into two phases:


Phase-I: Constitutional Stalemate & Political Crisis: (1947-1958)

This phase deals with the crucial issues related to the constitution-making as well as the political crisis faced by the nation during the first decade of independence.

Phase-II: From Martial Law to Martial Law: (1958-1971)

This phase begins with Ayub Khan’s Martial Law (1958) and concludes with the end of Yahya Khan’s Martial Law rule (1971). Under the first Martial Law, the 1956 Constitution was abrogated, while the second Martial Law did away with the 1962 Constitution.

The first Constituent Assembly failed to achieve its primary role of constitution-making. What were the causes of that failure? In this course, the learners will find the answers to such questions. The second constituent assembly came into being on May 28 and was implemented on March 23, 1956. Unfortunately, the first constitution of the country could not last for more than two years and seven months. In October 1958, 1955. This Constituent Assembly framed the first constitution of Pakistan, which was implemented on March 23, 1956. Unfortunately, the first constitution of the country could not last for more than two years and seven months. In October 1958, Martial Law was imposed on the country, and the 1956 constitution was abrogated. Consequently, first phase–Constitutional Stalemate and Political Crisis (1947-1958) concluded, while the second phase–From Martial Law to Martial Law (1958-1971) began. During this period, General Yahya abrogated the 1962 constitution and imposed the second martial law on the country.

2.
Structure of the Course
(
This is a three-credit-hour course containing nine units. The first four units (1–4) of this course are devoted to the crucial political and constitutional issues witnessed during the period (1947-1958). In these units, a great deal has been discussed about the significant issues like: the language problem, the regional tension, the Ahmadis issue, and the one-unit scheme. Further, these units shed light on the salient feature of the 1956 constitution. Unit 5-8 deals with issues like: the first Martial law (1958), the 1962 Constitution, the Basic Democracies System (B.D. System), the political crisis of post 1965 period, and the fall of Ayub Khan.

Ayub Khan ruled the country first as a dictator, and later he introduced a system of ‘guided democracy’. Ayub Khan lost power in the aftermath of the countrywide mass movement directed against him. Hence, he decided to hand over the power to Commander-in-Chief General Yahya Khan instead of to the Speaker of the National Assembly, which was a prerequisite of the 1962 Constitution. At this juncture, the second phase of Pakistan’s history that began with Ayub Khan’s Martial Law (1958), ended with another Martial Law imposed by Yahya Khan (1969).


Unit 9 deals with the chaotic period of Pakistan’s political history (1969-171). During this period, the Pakistani nation experienced the tragic incident of the dismemberment of Pakistan. Subsequently, in 1971, Yahya Khan transferred power to Z.A. Bhutto, and the latter took over as the first civilian martial law administrator and the President of Pakistan on December 20, 1971.
(
The course has been structured to make it as easy as possible for you to do the required work. This is a three-credit-hour course, consisting of nine units. Ideally, one unit is 12-16 hours of work for the students. As the length of the units is unequal, you have to calculate how much time you are required to spend on each unit. We expect you to finish the work within the allocated time.

(
For this course, Fortnightly Tutorials are arranged in the University’s Study Centers. They provide you with a facility to meet with your fellow students for mutual help and individual discussion with your Course Guide/Tutor. These Tutorials are not formal lectures given in any formal University; rather, they are meant for group and individual discussion with the Course Guide/Tutor to facilitate you to undertake part of your learning together. So, before going to attend a Tutorial, prepare yourself to discuss the course material with your colleagues and the Course Guide/Tutor.

(
For this course, you have to attempt two assignments. After completing the study of the first 4 units, Assignment No. 1 is due, and the second Assignment is due after completing the next 5 units.

3.
Assessment

For each course, the registered student will be assessed as follows:
a. Assignments (continuous assessment):
(
Assignments are those written exercises that you are required to complete at your own home or place of work after having studied different parts of the Prescribed Readings given in the Reader. As this is a three-credit-hour course, you will receive Two Assignments which we expect you to complete within the prescribed period. (See Assignment Schedule)
(
This is a compulsory coursework and its successful completion will make you eligible to appear in the Final examination at the end of the semester.
(
To complete your coursework successfully, you are provided with tutorial support, so that you can discuss your academic problems with your course-mates and the Tutor.
(
After completing the assignments, you send them to your Tutor, whose name is already notified to you. Your Tutor will return these assignments after marking and providing you with academic guidance and supervision. 

To qualify for each Assignment, you have to obtain a minimum of 50% marks.
b. Final Examination (a three-hour written examination will take place at the end of the semester).

The students need to qualify in both components, i.e., Assignments and Final Examination, with:
i. A minimum of 40% in assignments

ii. A minimum of 40% in the Final Examination

iii. An aggregate of 40% in both components, i.e., Assignments and the Final Examination

iv.
Without passing the Assignments, students do not qualify to appear in the Final Examination
c.
Workshops
(
The workshop of post-graduate courses will be held at the end of each semester at the Regional Campuses.

(
It is mandatory to attend the workshop. The student would not be declared passed until he/she has attended the workshop satisfactorily.


(
The duration of the workshop for each three-credit-hour course is three days.
4.
Course Outlines

Unit one
1. Problem of State Building

1.1
Administrative and Political Problems

1.2
Language Problem

Unit two
2. The Constitutional Problems

2.1
The fist Constituent Assembly

2.2
Constitution Making Dilemma
Unit three
3. Political and Constitutional Crisis

3.1
Second Constituent Assembly

3.2
Ahmadis Issue

Unit four
4. First Constitution of Pakistan

4.1
1956 Constitution

4.2
Failure of the Civilian Rule

Unit five
5. Martial Law Rule (1958-1962)

5.1
Martial Law Rule

Unit six
6. The Second Constitution of Pakistan

6.1
Constitutional Commission

6.2
1962 Constitution: The Presidential form of Government

Unit seven
7. Emergence of New Socio-Political and Economic Forces

7.1
Socio-Political and Economic Policies of Ayub Khan

7.2
Amendments in the 1962 Constitution

Unit eight
8. The Fall of Ayub Khan

8.1
The Fall of Ayub Khan

Unit nine
9. Interregnum

9.1
Interregnum
5.
Prescribed Readings:


5.1
Dr. Amanullah Memon, Reader: Political and Constitutional Development in Pakistan Vol. I, Islamabad: Allama Iqbal Open University.


5.2
Lawrence Ziring, Pakistan in Twentieth Century: A Political History, Karachi: Oxford University Press.
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