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"l therefore demand the formation of a

consolidated Muslim State in the best interest of

India and Islam. For India it means security and

peace resulting from an internal balance of power;

for Islam an opportunity to rid itself of the stamp

that Arabian imperialism was forced to give it, to

mobilize its law, its education, its culture, and to

bring them into closer contact with its own original
spirit and with the spirit of modern times."
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"Another important reason for the uprising in the Punjab
was the land ownership policy of British rulers. When the
Punjab had been annexed, one of the first measures was
directed towrads an early determination of proprietary
rights connected with the soil. Lord Dahousie demanded
further that all sanads had to be produced before
government officers and sanctioned by them, to make
grantees understand that they owed their privileges solely
to British magnanimity. Since no system of documentation
was introduced during the Mughal and Sikh regimes,
agriculturists failed to produce documents of land
ownership. So under their new arrangements, the British
distributed lands according to their own will. Many former
agriculturists were deprived and new people were allotted
lands. This caused hatred for the British among the
deprived people. (Oxford University Press, 2020, page

156)
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"l am not arguing against the establishment

of Moslem "communal provinces" in
North-West India. But what Sir Muhammad
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Igbal demands is a confederation "within or
without" the Indian Federation. Look at the
map and see what sort of defensible frontier
would be left to the rest of India."
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May | tell Dr. Thompson, in this passage | do
not put forward a "demand" for a Moslem

State outside the British Empire, but only a
guess at the possible outcome in the dim

future of the mighty forces now shaping the

destiny of the Indian sub-continent. No

Indian Muslim with any pretence to sanity

contemplates a Moslem State or series of

States in North-West India outside the

British Commonwealth of Nations as a plan

of practical politics.”
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"Since the different human groups had over the
centuries shunned the (US type) melting pot

process Igbal was urging the Indians__Hindus,
Muslims and other communities>>to recognize
and accept the (Swiss-type) salad-plate ground
reality in the context of Indian nationahood, go in
and strive for unity in diversity. And the call of
unity in diversity, for "the formation of a
harmonious whole" is, for sure, no call for
Separation or partition.”
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"His 'state’ was not an independent state but a state

comparable to the 50 states in the American

Republic or the 29 states in the Indian

Republic__i.e., their status being the same as the
erstwhile provinces in British India or the present
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provincial units in Pakistan....... That is, a

salad-plate solution of India's communal and
constitutional problem, and certainly not partion or
independence of Indian Muslim homelands.”

£e$Iban St 23 ) Bty el S B icy 2 5y

oo e

AN L 2 SR IG L e L i1 &
J@’J}”agc;}ﬂﬂ!,.buuﬂftﬁ/dpuﬁ%_!_ugZ“_}A/:.Jlb‘{u)}"g
JJ}JKH” Sete S Siee Pt itme JUEIS -t SR
nggﬂnM}L.ilb‘LJ@mi}bﬂ}
"And | have no doubt that this House will
emphatically endorse the Muslim demands
embodied in this resolution. Personally, | would go
further than the demands embodied in it. | would

like to see the formation of a consolidated
North-West Indian Muslim State."
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"I therefore demand the formation of a
consolidated Muslim State in the best interest of
India and Islam. For India it means security and
peace resulting from an interna balance of power;
for ISlam an opportunity to rid itself of the stamp
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that Arabian imperialism was force to give it, to
mobilize its law, its education, its culture, and to

bring them into closer contact with its own original
spirit and with the spirit of modern times."
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"The faith which you represent can still

create a new world where the socia rank of
man is not determined by his caste or colour,
or the amount of dividend he earns, but by
the kind of life he lives;, where the poor tax
the rich, where human society is founded not
on the equality of stomachs but on the
equality of spirits, where an untouchable can
marry the daughter of a king, where private
ownership is atrust and where capital cannot
be allowed to accumulate so as to dominate
the real producer of wealth."
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"Agricultural income tax is no more acceptable to

the provincial governments than are land reforms
to the federal government and capital gains tax on
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property transactions to the federal bureaucrats.
Resisting land reforms and capital gains tax on
land deals are not only the traditional feudal lords
but also the generals and senior officials, both
serving and the retired, who own vast lands and
now valuable urban property. And the triple
combination has been prevailing for long shooting
down all land reform proposals.”(Dawn,
15-02-2007)
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"It is, however, strange that this important notion,

while invoking great academic discussion in early

Islam, remained practically a mere idea, and rarely

assumed the form of a permanent institution in any

Muhammadan country. Possibly its transformation

into a permanent legislative institution was

contrary to the political interests of the kind of

absolute monarchy that grew up in Islam

immediately after the fourth Caliph. It was, | think,

favourable to the interest of the Umayyad and the
Abbaside Caliphs to leave the power of Ijtihad to
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individual Mujtahids rather than encourage the

formation of a permanent assembly which might
become too powerful for them."!
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"For Islam the acceptance of social democracy in

some suitable form and consistent with the legal
principles of Islam is not a revolution but a return
to the original purity of Islam. The modern
problems therefore are more easy to solve for the
Muslims than for the Hindus. But as | have said
above in order to make it possible for Muslim
India to solve the problems it is necessary to
redistribute the country and to provide one or more
Muslim states with absolute majorities. Don't you
think that the time for such a demand has already
arrived? Perhaps this is the best reply you can give
to the atheistic sociaism of Jawaharlal Nehru?'"
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"Some modernized Muslims, have tried smply to

eguate ijma with parliamentary 'democracy'. The
view of Muslims over the centuries has been that
giving opinion on problems of Law should be the
function of the 'ulama, who alone are well-versed
in the science of Law. Both ijma and giyas are
closely connected to the function of the 'ulama’ as
authorities on Law, of those who having spent
their lives studying this particular subject are in a
position to pass judgment upon it. The 'ulama are
the custodians of the Law."
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"The faith that you represent can still create a

new world of actions....This superb idealism
of your faith, however, needs emancipation

~

from the medieval fancies of theologians and
legists” "
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"For Islam the acceptance of social democracy in
some suitable form and consistent with the legal
principles of Islam is not a revolution but a return
to the original purity of Islam."”
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"Don't you think that the time for such a demand
has already arrived? Perhaps this is the best reply

you can give to the atheistic socialism of
Jawaharla Nehru?"
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"The point of Muslims of India is that, as a people

representing a distinct historical tradition and
homogeneity, which is not possessed by any other

community in India, as such people they want to
live their own lives, and develop on their own
cultural lines. On account of these commands your
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countrymen say we are pan-Islamic and not
patriotic enough and they also say that we are
communalistic. | want to say afew wordsto you. If
a man belongs to a cultural community, he feels
that it is his duty to protect that culture. It is the
duty of every Musiman to protect his culture, his
faith. After al, it is a man's faith, his culture, his
traditions, which are worth living for and dying
for."
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"Igbal, was able to make some valuable contacts

during his stay in England. He had, for one thing

many meetings with Muhammad Ali Jinnah, whom

he was able to interest in his scheme for the future
of India and who was to make this "poetic dream"”
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a living reality. Another person who met him in
England was, Chaudhry Rahmat Ali, a Cambridge
student, who had been grestly attracted by Igbal's
political proposal. At this time Chaudhry Rahmat
Ali's attitude was that of an admirer of Igbal, who
was greatly impressed with Igbal's proposal.”
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"Rahmat Ali suspected that quality of his written
English was not good enough. He inquired about

the facilities available for coaching in the
language, and on the recommendation of the
secretary of the Cambridge shire High School,
arranged with one Leonard Nolin Worth to correct
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his written work and guide him in the intricacies of
grammar and syntax."
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"The League will have to finally decide whether it

will remain a body representing the upper classes
of Indian Muslims or Muslim masses who have so
far, with good reason, taken no interest in it.
Personally | believe that a political organisation
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which gives no promise of improving the lot of the

average Muslim cannot attract our masses.....The
problem of bread is becoming more and more
acute.....The atheistic socialism of Jawaharla is not
likely to receive much response from the Muslims.
The question therefore is : how is it possible to
solve the problem of Muslim poverty? And the
whole future of the League depends on the
League's activity to solve this question.” (1)
s Mol AL G Frioe Spe lpd JBIE ST
uf.'c)C’/)MJ)’“u'm,J@uj')/iv&_:%&u@"ﬁé,wwf-‘agal;’
S SIS !;’;dr”&(W!ﬁﬁu’!-gﬁ_//’u(fa(}ﬁ/
PPl wd e Dot L a3 ot U B G L et
:ug&a_‘adu/(y"mia"ub’v”;?L«wp‘;uﬁgvﬁuﬁmdﬂu
"It is clear to my mind that if Hinduism accepts
socia democracy it must necessarily cease to be
Hinduism. For Islam the acceptance of social
democracy in some suitable form and consistent
with the legal principles of Islam is not a

revolution but a return to the original purity of
Idam."(2)

1S Ceem? 120 S A3 For Ut Go Susa Ga £ i L
..guﬁ/:“’/ U@&lp}/d lg!(’f-‘a w@d§|ga3§)§]/j!d/bjz &?J”U/!
é/ﬂ/{/fﬁ(?ﬁjb’ungﬁﬂ gu.n)&)c; ..Qg

"The modern problems therefore are more easy to
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solve for the Muslims than for the Hindus. But as |

have said above in order to make it possible for
Muslim India to solve the problems it is necessary
to redistribute the country and to provide one or
more Muslim states with absolute majorities. Don't
you think that the time for such a demand has
already arrived? Perhaps this is the best reply you
can give to the atheistic socialism of Jawaharlal
Nehru."(3)

S0 L el BS s e i1 n 2 br ST
2‘40:15%;}’9’Cj..ﬁo»{},&.{/@uéuér’fc;/;.’yy(uiﬁ'dﬂ/'uﬁ
"After a long and careful study of Islamic Law |
have come to the conclusion that if this system of
law is properly understood and applied, at last the
right to subsistence is secured to everybody. But
the enforcement and development of the Shariat of
Islam is impossible in this country without a free
Muslim state or states. This has been my honest
conviction for many years and | till believe thisis
the only way to solve the problem of bread for
Muslims as well as to secure a peaceful India."(4)
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(1) Thoughts and Reflections of Igbal, Syed Abdul Wahid (Edit.),
Lahore, 1964, p.51

(2) Ibid., p.74:

"There is no aristocracy in Islam. "The noblest

among you," says the Prophet, "are those who

fear God most." There is no privileged class, no

priesthood, no caste system..... This principle of

the equality of all believers made early

Musal mans the greatest political power in the

world."
(3) Ibid., p.83:
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"It is clear that the fundamental principle laid
down in the Quran is the principle of election;
the details or rather the translation of this
principle into a workable scheme of
Government is left to be determined by other
considerations. Unfortunately, however, the idea
of election did not develop on strictly
democratic lines, and the Muslim conquerors
consequently failed to do anything for the
political improvement of Asia."

(4) The Reconstruction of Religious Thought in Islam, Allama

Muhammad Igbal, Lahore, 1996, p.142:

"The Democracy of Islam did not grow out of
the extension of economic opportunity, it is a
spiritual principle based on the assumption that
every human being is a centre of latent power
the possibilities of which can be developed by
cultivating a certain type of character. Out of the
plebeian material 1Issam has formed men of the
noblest type of life and power." (Stray
Reflections)
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"For the present every Muslir;1 nation must sink

into her own deeper self, temporarily focus her
vision on herself aone, untill all are strong and
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powerful to form a living family of republics. A

true and living unity, according to the nationalist
thinkers, is not so easy as to be achieved by a
merely symbolical overlordships. It is truly
manifested in a multiplicity of free independent
units whose racial rivalries are adjusted and
harmonized by he unifying bond of a common
spiritual. It seems to me that God is slowly
bringing home to us the truth that Islam is neither
Nationalism nor Imperialism but a League of
Nations which recognizes artificial boundaries and
racial distinctions for facility of reference only, and
not for restricting the social horizon of its
members."1
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"l therefore demand the formation of a

consolidated Muslim State in the best interest of

India and Islam. For India it means security and

peace resulting from an internal balance of power;

for Islam an opportunity to rid itself of the stamp

that Arabian imperialism was forced to give it, to

mobilize its law, its education, its culture, and to

bring them into closer contact with its own original
spirit and with the spirit of modern times."
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