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*tn this course questions like women’s link with environment, ,hvow they are affected,
r.how '_théy can contribute to improve the e_nvironmeht, due to‘urbanizntion and
industrialization how women are affected by the dete_rioéating environment, and
~ many other similar topics will be expl_ored from a range of women’s perspective.
More d\fer, dde to the gender const;dct of the sOciéty, womelll’s' natural roles and
assoclation with the eavironment makes it éssgntial_'fo‘r them to achieve sustainable
dévelobment. Thus they should have a vital_,rdle in.environmental_-managemgn-t and

development.
OBJECTIVES OF THE COURSE

- Women’s role and link with environmient.
" Majdr issues related torenvirohmeilt and impact on women. -
Ca Perspectwes of Eco-feminists .

-'»_ Women managmg envnronment and pollﬁcal actlon

HOW TO STUDY:

The study material for this course combines a Study Guide and Allied Study
Matenal The course outline is spread over various toplcs in nine units. For each
: unit, selected articles related to the toplcs have been included in the Supplementar}
Allied Matenal ‘Each unit requires twe week’s study If you spend two hours dany

to study course umts, you can complete the course in eighteen weeks.



e you are aware a workshop is arranged to address your difficulties during'th’e

study period, help you to prepare for exammatlons, meet peer groups. listen to the :
subject experts and exchange views. '
Aithough the Allied Study Material can be referred to as the latest material on the
'subject but at post grad_uate'leuel you are encouraged to consult libraries, journals
and internet to_enhance your knorvledge At the end a Iiet of websites- and other

books related with the subject is also bemg prov:ded as recommender readfng for

the course, if requlred

‘TUTORS GUIDANCE: »

In dista.nce ‘learning system the 'students have ‘to study on their own.
However, if there lsa viable group of 10- 15 stndents, the university does appomt a
part:time’ tutor ‘Part-time tutors hold tutorial meetmgs in study centers estabhshed
- by the umverSIty The studerits are requlred to regularly attend these fortnightly '

meetings. In this course most probably vou will be asstgned a correspondenee tutor -~
who evaluates your assignments. But you are encouraged to be in contact with the

| tutors for gmdance The Regional OI'ﬂce as well as your tutdr will inform ; you about

the appomtment

ASSESSMENT AND EVALUATION: |

Accordmg to the Umversnty system your performance in the course will be
evaluated through two modes:

Home Assl_gnments

~ Final Examination



You w:il be requlred to do two ass1gnments for this course. The assignmients are
based on course units -and accordmg to the sclleduie provnded in your student kit

each assignment is to be submitted to the tutor for ev aluation.

The main obj'eeti\_fe for the preparation of assignménts is to encourage you to
: siu'dy and 'dee'm' your performance. The t'utorie' guidance and assessment can also
guide you for the preparation of vour assignmems .
The marks obtained in asﬂgnments {40%) are added to- the final examination. The
papers for final examinations (70%) are bnsed on the complefe course. The final .
examinations are held in speciﬁed exammatlon eenters For. passing a course you
_need to,pass both the 'components. ' |
Note:. | |

~ In this course some of the sections in unit 3'and 4 have been taken i'rom Course

‘ Women and Environment (1581) oi-'fered for MSc Envu'onmental Demgn

| Good Luck

Dr lefat Haque
(Course Development Coordinator)

T



UNIT1

INTRODUCTION TO WOMEN AND ENVIRONMENT - -
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1.1 Introduction

In Unit ‘one, we will try to appreciate the relation between women and
environment ' o '
‘ The role of women was highlighted in the UNEP State of the Enuronmcnt N
Report 1988. The issue was brought to the wider audiences when books Women
and Enviromment in the Third World, by 1rene Dankelman’ and Joan Davidson
(1988) .md Staying Alive, by Yandana SIma (1989) were written. _
| The women and environmeut issue can be that they are creative and active
partners in life and face the challenges of life. This relatlonshlp can also be
approached through an’ e\nensmn of comentlonal categuries of patriarchy and -
4 rcductlomsm Wormen and- n.:tulc arc closely. related .md thur supremacy and
liberation are linked. The women and ecology movemtnts are therei‘ore ou, and

are primarily counter trends to a pa_tnar_chal mal-development. -

_l>.2"0bjective-s

To recognize the connection of environment with women.

To know various aspects of women as natural recourse users.

1.3 Women'and Environment
Connection bert‘\-ve';en women and euvironment is most obvious when women grow
" much of the food and. are depicted as hewers of wood. haulers of water. In the
society the Iennlc and male roles construction (Ieplct gender mequ.ilm Though
the gcnder differences. exist in all societies and affect every one's experience of tlic
environment and their impacton it. T hcw dnﬂ'cucucu are due to: |

e Social roles “lnch expose ‘wonien m enwrunmental problems in

particular ways; '
o VWq'omen are more likely to be living in po#erty, which exposes them to

more environmeatal problems: -

14



o Biology makes women more physically vulnerable to toxic éxposhg‘é at
particular times in life; | | N |
it \\ioult_i not. be an erroneous statement that women are ‘custodians of
' ehvirdnme‘nt' along with their undgryalued- triple role of reproduction.

praduction and cdmmu_uity work.:

mikeading:

13 a) Why Women and ‘Environment? "Women's

Environment Network www.wen.or uk

| 1.3 b) Vandana Shiva (1999) 4Nature as the Feminine
Principle”, in L. Duggan, L. Nisonoff* & N. Wisgersma
| (eds) Thé Women, Gender and Development Reader, Zed
Books Ltd. London. pp62-67. -~ ,

1.3 ¢) An‘nabt‘:l‘ Rodda (1991) “The Role 0 ‘Women?, in
.| Women apd Environment, Zed Books Ltd, London,
pp 47 -78. . : ‘

SAQ”s

Q. 1 In your personal’ capacity write down points haw
you as a female/male are differently influenced. by
environment? .

Q. 2 Women as consumers have special relevance to the
énvironment? ' .

|

14 ,lt'is Woman’s and Man’s World but lt remained eclipsed from
Although équ';xlity is a debate cehtral‘ to feminist movements and the debate has
de'veluped‘and matured. The po‘liticél debate of nature verses cul‘tu‘re, genderr
division of i\':nrk in_f-:imily and public sphere power which is a man’s world and
privafe sphere limitations which is a \\‘onlan‘é world depict'dicho’tomous;

Sﬁbjﬁgﬁtion of women is a resultof multiple factors, whicli deterimine the drift of
" the)\iholc cilltlii'al co‘mblexcs considered .as‘a part of social realties. There are

various theoretical frameworks which are being discussed below.

15



Nature versus culture

it was mai,n;!;y in the United States in the éarly 1970s that the relation of the sexes ;
- was discussed in terms of the relation, or rather-dichotoruy, between 'u_atur.c and
~nurture’ or 'nature and culture'. Men and their activities had bheen seen as '
calture and of cultural value, whereas women and their actlvmcs had been secn
as natural, outslde of history .md socnetv. :xlw.a\: the¢ same and: thcrel‘me uot
-worthy of scholarly, polmcal or theoreucal interest and inquiry. Moreover. it
u'was the relatlons betwecn the sexes, and most. partlcul‘nl\ lhelr relntmns of
- power and subjtctlon, that had been attributed to- nature., aturg, in tlm :
“comtext, most often meant sexunht;_ between men and wvom;n. ‘women's bodies
and their .capaéity for pregnancy. and motherhood. Fatherhood. however, was
usually seen not as natural bnt:as 'social’. Female scholars challeniged this
-tréditional ‘dich'otom_y._-.' They argued that what “natare' really meant in, this
discourse was a devaluation of e'verythin‘g that women stood. for, that "natore”
always has a social meamng that both nature and. cnlture meant. dlffcrent '

,things at different tlmes, and at different places.

Work vefsus family |

A second theoretical framework for rendering women visible, '_an'dw fdr
dismantling ‘their “identification with -the merely natural, ilncnallgilig » and-
tnereforp'u.ninteresting, was the issue of their-dist‘inctive ";')attér'ns‘of wak The
dlscussmn around it had its origins more in the Furopean th:m in lhe A-merlc'm
context, partlcularlv in Italy, Bnt.nu, G crmany '\ud France. “h.lt had been seen
as nature was now scen as “work: be'armg, re.mng and caring Yor children,
looking after the breadwmner—husband and after‘other family members. To call -
this actmty ‘work' - meaut to ch.ﬂlenge the dlchotomy 'work and family’ (because
the family may mean worl\ to women), but also "work and Ielsnrc (because_
men's lelsure may be “omen 's work), and- ‘working men .md supponed wives!

. (because wives support men through their work). It meant quesnonmg the view

‘that work is only that which is done for pay. Women have always worked, and |

16



unpald work was and is women 's \mrl\ Obv;ousl\. men' ‘s work is \.ulucd more
highly than women' s work, . | |
‘ The sexual division of labeur was found to be not just a division, but a hicr archy
of- Iabour‘ and not just onc of labour but. prlmanly. a sexual division of value
and rewards The lower \aiue of women's work continues - throuah cconomic
and cultu ral medmtlon -in emplovment outside the home. _ |
~ The apparent dlCllOtOM) between 'work 'uul t.lmuly' between men | as workers
- and women as. non-workers 4 turns out to be one between paid and unp:ud work,
between underpaid and deccntb paid ‘work. beiween the superior and mlonm
value of men's and’ womcgl_s work respectively. The nm!m lying assumption of
| mutdally exclusive superiority and inferiority seems to be another ‘common

_fedture of such gender-linked dichotomics. |
Public versus private

~ A'third Lonceptual framework of women's history has been the relation between
the ‘public and the private, or ‘the pnlltlcal and the personal, or the sphere of
power and the domestic sphere. “Traditional polmc'ﬂ theor\ has seen them,
again. as a dichotomy of 'mutually exclusive terms, identified with women
sphere' and men's 'world'. Women's sludms have profoundly challenged this.
vlew, poiiting out 'its l'nadequacy' for undeystanding politics and society. The |
| slogan 'the personal is political’ indicated that the issue of power is not confined
.‘to 'high polltlcs ‘but also appears m sexual relations. Mew inhabit, and rule
\yithin both spheres. whercas women's proper _pl.ue was seen to be only inghe
domestic spllgr_e and in her subjection to father or husband. This means, on the
one hand, the d’ichotomy'is not one befween two autenomous, symmetrical and
.equivalent spheres, but rather a complex relation between domination and
‘ subordmatlon, between power and po“erlcssness On the other hand. women's
studies have shown that the public 'world‘, was essentially based on the domestic
';phere'. Male workers, male politicians and male scholars perl‘drm-the'ir tasks

only because they ‘are born,f reared and c:rred for by women's labour.

17



£ Reading

1.4 a) Tony Binns (eds) - (1998) "Contextualmng gender '
differences in environmental awareness”, in Perspectives in |’
Development. Routledge, Sussex, Pp 112- 133

| 1.4b) “UNEP: Gender and Enwronment“. pp 1-2.. Source
1 www.gdrc org/gender/gzI/undg-gender-emnronmem e

8 SAQ’

Q 1 What is meant by cultural and natural value?
1Q. 2 Explain the statement "fgmlmzanon of poverty®,
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2.1 !ntroduétio_n .

- The great majority of world’s populatlon depends on natural resources for its |nci|hood bui
downward spirals of" poverty frequently leads to environmental degradation which induces poor
living conditions and provokes shortage of already scarce recourses, dnseases. shelter etc. The 7
issues addressed.in thls unit deals with vulnerable snluatlons for women due to gender |olcs and

socialization. : : .

2.2 Objectives: g
Student will be able to: ‘ |
. Understand women's role wnthm overall context of env:ronmental pr oblcms
. Explore the ability of women to organize them to fight’ agamst ecoloyca'l _

‘destrucnon and camry out acnon to make a 51g111ﬁcant contribution to local.

commumty developmcm

. 2.3 Environmental Problems and Women |

The relattonshtp between women and living systcms that support their I:ves has chanucd
drast:cally in response to heavy ecologxcal stress in many areas of world e5pecmlly in |
poor developmg, countries. Today rural women have inherited a siwation where their
rights and access to cultivable land have decreased- and the open forest. woodlands and
- bush from which they gather such vital necessmcs as fodder, fuel wood and water have

~.grown scarce:or have disappeared.

~.

'I'hrouglt out the déﬁeldpi‘ng world, ecological 'équilibrium has been broken by a number
of i mteracttng factors. These changes in land use and dlstnbutnon havc drasncally affected
the poor, leaving them with not only less access to land, but less fer t|le land. At the same
ttme populatlon growth continues to increase the number .of people. who depend on,

dwindling resources. The 1mpact of scatcuy has: been pamcularly hard on women, who



‘are traditionally respdnsible for gathering wood and “water, making thosc "lask‘s

increasingly arduous and time consummg in a day already burdened by- IonL homs of

‘work. -
2.4 Gender Relations, Population and the Environmerit

Rapldly growmg populat:cm of peop!e is compe!mg for lnmted resources than cver before: a8 the ;
world’s’ populauon is -topping 6.3 billion. The developmem pl.ms sometimes Tail due to
_' populat:on growth. Fuman consumption is dependent on the enwronmenl and nec.ds chergy.

water and many other natural resources and matenals While c.onsumphon patterns are ditferent
_ in developing and developed countries, there is an. overlap in terms of the elite mmorm in

developmg countries and the gromm, numbers of the poor in mdustnah?ed countries.

Women and men usuatly consume dxfferently Women preferably address to the needs. ol' thc
family and men msua!ly spcnd resources for pcrsonal consumption. Women are the. largesi group
of consumers fqr day to day purchases. But as women arc poorcr‘than men in most-socicties they

‘often do not have the purchasing power. ,

~ Although' more reschrch is required but there are evidences that women are mbre environment
‘fnend!y and they are involved in activities such as recycling and rcuse (‘;endu rclalmnb play an .

1mportant rolé in populat;on dynarmcs as they ‘are closcl\ Imked \ulh Icmht\ mortulm and

| ~ spatial dxstnbut:on

- Reading:

| 2.4 a) Gender Relations. Population and the Environment. ©

| Source: www.fao. orp/sd/wpdirect

2.4b) Maria Mies & Vandana Shiva {1993) “People or Populatlon Towards a.
‘New Ecology of Reproduction™ in Maria Mies & Vandana Shwa (cd) Eco-
Feminism. Zed books London Pp277- 293 ‘

22



S SAQ

Q Gender relauon play s:gmﬁcant rolein populatmn growth,
- Isit correct"

- Whatis the link between education and overpopulatlon”

2.5 Wd'm_en and Deforestation

" Forests provide employment for both men and women such as herbal-and medicinal pr,oducts:.

~ hunting, dyes, wood for fuel, ecotourism etc. Due to d_eforestation there can be social and

. ‘ecological effects. Women who find food for fan:iiy, wood for fire, water, and grazing land for
livestock due to deforestatron, their ltfe is disrupted and daily work Ioad is mcreased After the

- lossof pnmary forests the commerplal tree plantanon do not help women.

o Reading:_ -

14

2.5 W_omcn and Deforestal‘ion

1 Source: www.fao.org/sdiwpdirect

5 SAQ’s

-| - What is the value of forest to human?

- Impact of commercial tree plantation on women?

23



2.6 Biodiversity .

| Biodiversity.is the basis of human's well being but human habits threaten to diminish it-dtis a
. balance to be maintained Betweeni- animals. plants; rocks. rivel-‘s. hﬁm‘aﬁ{ etc. The diversity of lifc,
styles and patterns of land use make biodiQerSity a vibrant and living thing, As Kuth Lilongula.'_
said, Biodiversity is the core. of our existence withm our commumues s value cannot be
measured bccausc :t is our.culture and our,sumval (UNEPAT: 1999)

For many women, blodwersxty is the comcrstone of their work and survival. Women‘ 5 Imk to

blodtversnty goes'back to women'’s roles deﬁned since hunter gatherer communmes

Still today women continue to gather fire wood, bush products for food, medicine, ‘anim'al fodder
and house buiiding "‘Women are the major contributors in Vagricultural activities stich as sowing,
-weedmg, hoeing and binding the stalk. Also home gardens are maintamcd by women. And now
in seed co]lectmn and growing of w)ld med:cmal plants also is a speclahty of women in many ’

- areas.

. (0 Reading:

2 6 Blodlversny

: ‘Source WIWW ﬂngdclhl nm,mlnbsgg

a8 SAQ’s

L

Q. Which type of biodiversity is more .
‘im‘po‘rts'mt to us?

Q. What is “feminism of agriculture™?

24



2.7 Women and Disasters.
. This is an important global environmental isspie which has been dealt in Unit 6 of this course.

2.8 Air and Water Pollution

.

An)} kind of pollution not only disrupts the aco!og,:cal balance but also harms the health- of the
entire eommun'ity;_ The devek;pm'ent proc brmgs wnth it practxces such as manufactunng,
transportation, oonsumption and stock o‘f'w te etc which are comnbutmg 1o the depletion of the

natural énvironmental system. - In other] words we are referrmg to. urbanization - and

industrialization which is contributing nconstructively in resources such as air. water, fi sheries. .

forests, noise pollution etc. On the blgger scale. threats of global warming, acid precmnatlon and.
green house effects are the fallouts. ' '

The WHO has.assessed the contribution of a range of risk factors to thie burden of disease. Indoor |
air pollution has been declared 'the eighth most important risk iaqtor and respons:ble for 2.7
percent of the g!obal burden of disease. Only the. indoor .air pollutlon from solid fucl usage is
responsible forl.6 million deaths due to pneumonia, chronic respiratory diseases and. lung
cancer. In high mortahty communities, indox ‘fsmbke is responsiblé for an cstimated 3.7 percent
“of the overa]! discase, rmaking it the most lethal killer after malnutnhon “HIV AIDS and Iack of

safe drinking water and sanitation.

The result of pollution is that as a.conseq :née of ‘devclopment humans are in;:rcés"ing their -
social costs or spill over costs. This damage cost i,_s' on- the output.of liphianénill-hcalth, loss-of
~ ecology. loss of crops output, soil erosion. sold waste and so on. The explanations 1o so called
devclopment are raany but iridirec_tly theretore, alT_éctiqg our health and .incrcu-sing our spill over

“costs,

25




Accérding 10.a recem- report of the Society for the Advancement of Wo‘men‘s' Health Research
-women's hcalth is at risk because little attention has been paid to understanding and preventing
» the harmful eftects of environmental toxms on women. The biomass fuel in air and water
polluuon can al‘ﬁ.ct lunbs. reproductlon. eyes, ‘bones. breast tissues, blndder and kndnevs ofa

prcbndm woman

There are also issues of water management in which women can play a central fole. Thcrc are

-examples of women voices and acuons to contnbute in the management of water resources such

< as; Narmada river in India, Lumal in Indonesna Energy and Water Alliance i m Nepal, Irrigation

| projects in Cameroon, Burkma Faso, Kenya, and Ukrame
For further reading refetto ihg following websites and other material.
{2 Reading:

28 Airand .Waier Pollution -

SOU[‘CC' WWW.(n.gov. in/dcar/chlS-Ddf/ WWW., Gendcrandwalerélliance.org.;‘

www.natramed. Lomlt.nv1mnmcnt/a|rpollutmn|nt0 htm and

www.who. mt/medmccnlrc

a SAQ

- Q. What is the most prevalent form of air pollution?

SESURPRRR——

Q. What are the major sources of water pollution?

| 2.9_Desertiﬁcntiqn and Gender
Deserts exp'nnd throu;,h the degradation nf-land in 'arid se‘nﬁ arid and dry sub-hunlid arcas.

~ Desertification is-a world wide phenomenon that threatens many ecosystems: it affects about two

‘tlnrds of counmes, mcludmg Asnan and Medlterrancan countrles The health and llvelahood of

26



over 1 billion pédple-i . onc filth of the \\orld s; population is .n nsk, Dry-lunds. are htq_ch '
important areas oi blodw ersu,y ahd arc hom to2.3 bl”lOl] people of the world.
i ‘Foi- communitiés living in these rég,ions, atural resource management is the roost important

taclor in hvchhood security and they leam to strike a balance in the fragle environment. Duc to

. differing ;,cnder roles land degradation affects both d:fferently Women end up travelling longer
dnslances to collect fodder, fuel and water. Women scrve on the front lmes ol dry-l.md

.management For example women in Afri invest great energy and‘dynnmlsm to enisure the .
day-to day survival-of their fam:hcs -and communities. In Thar, Pakistan the story is. not different -
Because of comumon gender productive rol Accordmg to UN Volunteers i in Kenya women arc
" the i:_ﬁisible managers and pracu‘t'idner_s'l ‘combating dcsertification. thn men embark on
‘seasonal or'pennanem'-mi.gratiOh'--Worhcn"s trategize survival tricks and their labour increascs:

There are many examples.of women's combating desertification such a8 famous Chiopko and
Green Belt movements but Brazilian ‘Widaws of Drought ‘women fanuers of Chma Ms Niu
Yo Km & Ms Chao.Jiniu. of planting of willows are also v»orth menuomng, Bl'aleldll Network

for Human Development uses radio proy nmcsjodnssemmatc information on. drought and

‘

g cnvnronmental degradanon

(Q Reading

2:9 Desertifigation, Land Degradation and Gender

Source; www.fa0.org/wairdocs ; www.undp. org/sced/unso/women

- www.un.org/popin/fao/centasia

asaQ’ DR

Q What is the role of women:in pas.loral societies in casc of ..’
desemhcanon ’.

Q How is the workload ofiw omen, al’fected by dcsemﬁcauon
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2.10 Land Degradation

Women starnt usinglanimal dung and crop residue. This means dung is not used 10 provide
‘nutrients to-the sonl which has a direct impact on agricultural productlon and other plants. The-
impact of this on women is that they are usmg low qualnty fire fuel whlch takes longer to bum -

‘and emits hazardous fumes. due to which eye and respiratory diseases ensue. This shortage of
fuel and water also means no hot meals, less water used for cleanmg, purposes ctc which
, ultumately affects the whole famnly .

‘Due to land deg,radatlon water shortage also starts Women have to bring water from Iong

chstanccs, which.costs time, energy and heatth,

L) Reading

2.10 Land Degradation_; and Gep_deh

- Source: www.un.org

yopin/fao/centasia

ASAQ

Q. Is there any link amc;ng land degradatiori

on, water resources and wonien‘.’

Q: What is “Envjronmental refuges™
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2.1 Floods

"Due to ﬂoo‘dé, the normal life is affected jn an ‘enormous way. Thc havoc created by ﬂoods

| causes economic devastation, livelihood shartage. emotional atrams, death. dlbease lack of

medical facilities and above all, increase in poveny.

Like in other emergency situations here also men are involved who are not gender sensitive and

are gender biased. Women's involvement in t

management committecs is important.

L0 Reading
2 11 Floods . o
Source Mahha H. Hussem and’ Tanq 'us,nn Consldcrmg gcndm" ‘
s\ ' iti _Integratod Walcr Resources i
Management—Implications or Moz mbidue
SAQ

| Q. What kind of devastation is faced by women in fipod situation‘.’m_

i
» . - I 7
work”? . L -

Q. How does flood etcht the lelslqn of
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3.1 In‘troduction - ‘ _

[n this unit- you w1|l study about relauonslnp of womcn with buiit environiment. The rapid
increasc of world’s urban populahon coup!cd with slowmg hrowth of the rural populatien has led
o a;mujor-rcdaslrlbulmu of the population. There are many dlfﬁgultles faced by the human
bcingé parli;ular!y by ;\'om'cwchild'ren tas they Arc mosl sensitive to cven minor changes) dueto -
this rapid ui‘bz’:pizutmn and ndustrialization. Since vcr}'e less data is available which is directly

rclated to women s urbaniZation. issues, thus these issues will be -discusséd generally

" Demography./Population is an issue of urbanization but is bemg, dISCI.lSSL-d in a separate unit.

In the first section, 1mpacts of u:bamzauon on women will be dlscussed alon;, wuh cconomnc
political, social, environmental-and: lcchnoloycal aspects. Laslly seulcment will be dnscussc.d Il :
cncompasses both traditional and modcm settlentents in the context of developing and developed

coumtries. _ o | o |
Urbaniz.ation. in tonventienal terms, ref‘cls o thc-proi:éss through which society is transl'que'd
from -onc that is predominantly rural. in cconomy. culfure: and life style, to- onc. lhai is
‘predominantly urban. It is also a process-ol terntoual rcor ganization in that i shms the Ioa.ahons
as well as the chdraclcnsucs of population and pnoductlon activitics, T vplcallv urbam/.auon is
defined by the simple proportion of a n;mons popu_lauon residing in arcas that arc classified. by -
natiohal Eensus authoritics. as urban places. Since dcﬁnﬁions of what is or us not urban difter
trom onc country, to. anolhcn s0 do mlcnprclauom of'what the dcswmmon qurban amplies. (United

Y\'auons 1996G).

Urbanization, ho'\;v.e,vcr defined, is much more than a.simple matter of popul’alion or production

accounting (Knox 1994), 1t reflects, for a start, a éomplcx set of processes involving a serics of :
linked transformations. ‘not only in where -pcoplc live and wha"li they pro(lucC' but in how they
Inc in 1erms of cconomic \\ell being, puhucal organjzation .xnd the dlstrlbulnon ol po\\u- |

demoyaphlc structire (c.g. fertility Y. aridd 'sacial (and family} mLmons



32 Objectives:
Students will be able to: A |
- Understand the link bemcen mbantcatibn-and women and how-it inﬂuenées_w_omen's
lives. ‘ ' |

* Focus on. built environment in context of women and covering factors like econoniic.

demographic. pollution and technolog. -

33 Causes and Consequence of Urbamzatmn and its Impact on

Women

’ Humamty is involved in an unprecedente expenmem We arc turning oursclves into urban
species. The. first great demographic benchmark of the 21st century is 2007. as most of the
world's people-have become urban dwellers. Most people have.always lived in rural arcas and
have been largely occupied with agriculture. ‘But urban populations are now growing three times,
as fast as rural populations ' ' ’ -

The rapid increase of'the world s. urban population, couplcd with the slowi ing growth of the rural
population has led to a major redistribution{of the populauon The world’s urban populduun will
‘double in 38 years, :

Virmal!'_y aH the population_‘ growth expected during 2000-2030 will be concentrated in the urban

- areas of the world. During that period the urban populetion is expected to increase by 2 billion

_ persons, the same number lltat will be added to the whole p‘opu!alioﬁ of the world.

There has never been a city of more tha a million people that dld not run on fossil Iucls'
(Contemporary London with 7 million people, uses around 20 ‘million tonnes of oil cyuivalent |
per year) Managing urban population has become anc of lhe world's most- important challcn%s
* anditis au,ravatm!, day by day. ' |

There \ull be 1,rowmu mteractmn between mbanvallon and globalization, World cities arc
.:mportam in their own ngﬂ in a world order in which nationai boundaries. fwl 1o stop cross-
“border flows of capital, pcople and. ideas. Sub regional economic cntitics have emerged.
'While globalization.has brought new opportunities and wealth to some cities. it has nmnunah/uj-
- others. Thc mar"mah?ed cnv can be tound ywhere in the world. SR

- There are marked differences in the-level and pace ol' urbé.nization among the major arcas
constituting, the less developed, regions. Lalin America and the Caribbean is-highly urbanized.
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~ with 75 per cent of its populatlon living in cities in 2000‘ Asia and Afr:ca are consudcrah’ly less
urbanized, with 37 per cent and 38 per cent. respectwe|v ot their populauons Imm__ in ulh.m :
areas. :

Being less urbanized, Afnca and Asia are exptcted 10 experience rapld rates of urbanv.mon -
during 2000-2030 Consequently. by 2030. 55 per cent and 53 percent. respectively. of their
inhabitants will hve in urban arcas.

Yet urbamzatlon in least dcveloped countrics today. d;ﬂus from the car Iv Z(Mh-cuuurv trends in
Europe and the United States in at least five key respects: 1t is taking place at lower levels of.
economic development; it is more dependent on changes in the international economy: it is based
on lower mortality and higher fertility; it involves many more- peoplc and g bovemmems have
intervened to modify it. .

- Thc number of cities with § mllhon inhabitants or more W|H go up from 41 in 2000 16 \‘) in

2015.. Among those cities, the number of "mcga-cities” (those. with 10 million inhabitants or.
more) will increase from 19 in 2000 to 23 in 2015. Cities. as they arc today: are highly dependent
systems with tentacles stretching across the planet. Modern cities havea g,lohal hinteriand. partly
- due to abundant supplies of energy. Cities deperid on a muititude of supplies from elsewheu..
including land-based resources, such as foodstuffs and tlmber and subtcrrancan resources such -

as metals and fessii fuels. -

As dlscussed in Unit 2. ¢cnvironmental problcms. especially air, water and nons; polluuon is
growing. The critical question, as humanity moves o full: “urbariization. is whetjier living
standards in our cities can be maintained with thclr environmental impacts curbed.
The nature of urban poverty is, more than an income or employment issue. and is also '
characterized by squalid living conditions; risks to fife and health from poor sanitation. air
polluyon. crime and violence, traffic accidents and natural disasters: and the breakdown of
" traditional familial and coimrunal saiety nets. Urban ‘environmental’ degradation has the most
immediate effects on pom urhan residents but also has scrious natlonal and global impacts

In the near futurc it is plau5|ble that most, oi the world's poor people will live in urban arcas. In
the more developed world, poverty is aiready concentrated irf urban areas. dcspne htgwr median

mcomes in urban than rural localcs.

Some of 1he most severe environmental dcuradauon is occurrmg in cities of lhc deu.loplm.
world, with the poorest citizens being the most scvcrdy affeéted. This is where the mosi
concerted action for urban .environmental improvement is needed. To know thc lmp.lcl ol
urbanization in detail cxamine the following reading;

0 Reading
3.3 a) Causes and tousequenccs of Grbanization and its impact on women. i
133 .« - .b)Social Impact of Urbanization. :
| \\ww meIl\ mmL org/pages/1732/U rhanu.lm)n ' ‘ to : :
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1 3.3 ¢) Charter for Women's Rl"h to the City. www _barcelona2tid.or ulmp .

| (Note: It does pmut out some comm

SRS

£LE SAQ e

What arc the main issues m y

-

How can-rural livirg be promoted so fhat urbam;auon can be cheeked?

u issues which women face in cities.)

P e m abedeecimra emr=m et

a - .

our cnv’

34 Populat_ion» Growth |

Humanity is involved in an unprecedented
species. The rapid increase of the world’s

the rural population. has led to a major
population growth expected during 2000-
wotld Durmg that penod the urban populat

experiment: We arc turning ourselves into an urban .
rban population coupled with the slowing growth of
redistribution of the populat:on Virtuaily all .the
030 will be concentrated in the urban arcas of the
on is cxpected to increase by 2 bllhon pcrsons ‘

Cmes depend on a multitude of supphes fram elsewhere, including land-based resources. such as
foodstuffs and timber, and subterranean resources such as metals and fossil fuels. The way thesc -
resources are used, (via processing, combustion, and disposal) it has profound effects on the
living earth. Cities -are centre-stage in the global ‘environmental drama of pollution. land

degradation and loss of species dwersny

- the high levcls of consumption in cities bo
an important_role in control of population
family planning facilities and if there is

e concentration of intcnse economic processes and
h increase their resource demands. Women can play
but that is only possible il they arc provided with

awareness about- its benefits for- the families and
communities at Jarge. ‘ o

2 Reading .

'{ 3.4 Population Growth and Cities

-3 5 Economlc Costs of Urbamz iio'n B

Large cities attract migrants, desplte all their problcms hcc.mse they prov 1dc lor more cconomic
opportunities than the miscrable conditions in the countryside. In citics high fevels of udban

inequality, poverty, unemployment and

ndercmployment are inefficient in tcrms ol social

welfare but they are very capable to meet the needs of both local and transnational industrialists

seeking relatively cheap labour? Thus, d
capitalist economic function- and that fu

informal’ sector or ‘marginalized labor force

pendent urbanization appears as having a positive
iction is .mainly performed by the so-called urban

o1

o
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In addition to their toll on human health and natural resources. urban environmental problems
extract econiomic costs as well: some direct. some indirect. Environmental problems.that affcet
human _health. for instance, are often measured in terms of lost worker productivity. But
econamic losses encompass more than Josses in productivity or ouipid as conventionally

measured. A loss of a working day due to pollution- caused health problems is an economic cost.

but so is.tll health unretated to work loss. as well as the foss of an amenity stch as the pleastre of
a natural area, or lost leisure lime spent in traffic jams. Valuing health symptoms and risks of
mortality in economic terms is cspeudlly controversial hccausc it rests on dssumpuons about the

value of a human life.

One notable example of infrastructure failure s congestion. Congested cily streets slo»\ the
movement of goods and services and g generally increase thé price of doing business in cities. Not
only does traffic congestion aflocate time to unproductive waiting, but it also results in
inefficient fuel use and-worsening air pollution. lndncctly ‘congestion. also reduces produclmty-
by adding to workers' stress and aggravation.

Rural urban migration has two main componcnts: the push factor and the pull factor. The push
“factor is driven by the rural population becoming landless and inability to make a living in the
rural areas, while the pull factor is driven by poverty in the rural areas and the ‘hope that in'the
‘cmes there is some better way of survival. .

£ Reading'

3.5 Economic Costs of Urban Ennronment chradatlon
Source: www.wri. 0rglwnlwr—96—97/ud

L& SAQ

1 Q. What s the simplest cconomic cost of urbanization paid by women?.

3.6 Poli_tical Aspects

Urban bias and urbamzauon are ned to concentration of wealth’ and power. Urban clucc (which
are, most of the time/ also rural clites) have an interest in mamtdmm\, cities as centers of
conspicuous consumption and islands of material wealth. Evidence on many dev c!omm, societies
points toward the formation of dLVL]O})ll1§, societies elites within a triple alhance which rclates

local busmess to polmcal leaders and international capital. '

Viewed in the above context. policics affecting’ urban concentration .md growth are likely o
reflect strategies for fac1l|tann5 and subsidizing the profit making activities (as well as the
'ccnsumpuon patterns) of the political elites and their partners, the: transnational’ corporations.
" The state is likely to actively promiote patterns of urbanization,. migration, and structurcd
incquality for this powerful alliance and to maintain peripheral capitalism.
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L3 Reading
3.6 Political Aspects . —
Source: www.rrojasdatabank.org/urbant.htm . ‘ : |
- R, Rojas. 1.975 “The Murder of Allende, and the end of the Chilean way to

1
'

socialism". Harper Row, New York. : : _ 5

3.7 Environmental problems

As centers of population and human activities; cities consume natural resources from both ncar
and distant sources. They also generate waste that is disposed of both inside and outside the city.
In the process, urban arcas generate environmental problems over a range of spatial scales: the
household and workplace. the neighborhood, the city, the wider region. and the globe.

Urban environmental problems also create a range of social impacts. They may impair human

health, cause economic and other welfare losses, or damage the ecosystems on which both urban

"and rural areas depend. Most urban environmental problems entail all three of these impacts.

. either directly or -indirectly. For example. urban air pollution has a direct impact on human

health, increasing the incidence of respiratory disease. Its impact on the economy is mainly

. indirect, arising largely from productivity losscs due 1o ill health. Environmental problems vary
~ from city to city and region to region'and are influenced by such variables as a city's:size and rate
of growth, income, local geography, climate, and institutional capabilities. Especially where
" Jocal govemments are -weak or under-financed. rapid economic or population- growth can
exacerbate these problems. B : =

The ambient environment of high-income cities may actually be more benign in terms of the

. health impacts of ‘pollution; these citics exert a far greater toll on the rcgional and global
“environment. The resources consumed and greenhouse gases emitted to support ¢ven the cleancst
citics in developed countries are, on a per capita basis.-far greater than those associated with the
poover cities of developing regions. Indeed, the largest per capita urban contributors -to global
cnvironmental problems are the wealthy, living preponderantly in the urban areas of the
deyeloped world. ' o ' S

. In its broad outlines, the transition summa_rizcd‘ above suggesls an association among a cily's
wealth, its environment. and the health of its citizens. Generally. the poor create.environmental
_problems for themselves and their neighbors, while the wealthy create problems for a wider
public. - : ‘ : oy '

.

_ Although most of the world's population will soon be living in developing world citics, the
environmental problems-most prominent in these cities have .often been .conspicuously absent
from the global environmental agenda. Indeed, over the past two decades the global agenda has
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shifted away from local and regional problems such ‘as air pollution-and - inadequate water
supplies toward vast global concemns such as ozone depletion, climatic change. and the loss of
biological diversity. Aware of this disconnection between the “green" agenda and the problems
confronting cities, a number of researchers. international donor agencies. and nongovernmentat
organizations over the past few years have advocated a renewed focus on the "brown" agenda--
 that is, the problems of pollution, poverty. and environmental hazards in cities. . 3
. Poor sanitation also poses health hazards through several routes-- including direct exposurc 10

“feces near homes, contaminated drinking water, ingestion of fish from polluted waters, and
ingestion of produce that has been fertilized by wastewater. Inadequate access to water and
sanitation facilities is the main cause for the intestinal diseases. transmitted by feces that are so
prevalent in developing countries. In the developing world, it is estimated that more than90
percent of sewage is discharged directly into rivers, lakes, and coastal. waters without tréatment
of any kind. | ‘ o I

Indoor air pollytion from buming of low-quality fuels, such as charcoal or animal dung, has been
largely considered a rural problem. Yet many urban residents of the developing world rely on
biomass fuels for cooking and heating. In many smaller urban centers in Asia and ‘Africa,
between 50 and: 90 percent of domestic energy supplies come. from these materials. Exposure,
. tends 10 be highest for women and young children, who often spend many hours indoors and
cooking over open fires; indeed, they face greater exposure to pollutants ‘from - indoor than
outdoor air. ' g ' S

Exposures can be severe in the case of industrial accidents or dumping as what happened in
Bhopal, India. The health effects of hazardous, wastes remain controversial, yet arc gencrally
-believed to pose a far smaller threat than those associated with biological pathogens. in the urban
environment. In the developed world, where exposures to hazardous wastes: have: largely becn
remedied, concern s mounting about exposures 0.even minute levels of toxic wastes. Follow the
. suggested reading which elaborates all above jssues. ' ' -

(1 Reading

3.7 Determinants 'o'f'En_viro_nmental problems - : ]
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47 1 lntroduétion'

In this unit .another aspect of human settlement i.e., housing and women is being
examiried. The house as an environment. may be partially atiributable to the extreme

~ segregation of public and privaté realms with our culture; with the subsequent
devaluation of house.is an important economic or societa sphere. This umit iHustrines
the way in which a combination of factors like.land and ownershlp pubhc and private
‘spaces and low income intéract to pose problems for women wnthrn lhc house

-_ »mv.tronment and pamculariy fqr special targeted women. '

. .Land and ownershlp is one of the leading issues of gcnder inequality. in most. of '
developmg countries. There are number of constraints faced by women 10 have access
. to the land. These are legal conditions, transaction costs, credit savmgs. and Iotanon
_income and land prices.. . :

Secondly you will observc the relanonshlp of gender with two different sphercs (i.e
public and pnvate) 'I‘h)s section’is agam dwnded into five subsections tha lmludc
" e Public'space | ~

e Into labyrinth
= Excerpts from-modernity and the spaccs’ of femininity
. Shoppmg centers
e Everyday and other spaces - '

In the first subsecction the historical struggle of women to tr.msfm m urban
environments- as anything of cultural_significance or .to re-evaluatc- the enduring
influence, of traditional female enclaves originated in (he pre-modern city will he
discussed. Secondly. you will examine space.of mov ements and discontinuitics in the
centext of past and recent periods or we can say all those dl%Ol‘dLl‘S of urban life that -
- disturbs women, like sexuality and politics, will be covered. Then the focus will- be on
difference between modemity and spaces of I'emmmny Fourthly, shopping conter as -
_a changing public place will be discussed. It indicates that the shopping center is the.
sign of changc from the past and its consequences: (planmng._, restrictions, posi-boom
economic ¢onditions, and néw forms of competitions) should not be, discouraged b
should change their practices accordingly. Women have a spirual snd cmotional
-attachment with the house and in the lhlrd sccnnn thls rc!.llmnshtp will (flS(.ll% n’
context of low income groups

Soclal and poverty env:ronments have creatcd special targeted groups of women with
their unique problems. The situation of these groups is bricfly presented i m the fast
section of this unit in context of situations. of our own country. These "|nu|)< include.
elderly. desutute banered abducted women and the mu-rranl and prostiiulc.

e

42 Objectives -
You will be able to:

e Explore the relatlonsblp between scx roics within homL env nommnl
e Undérstand boundaries of public and private spacs.
. Understand issues of specml arget groups.
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4.3 Land and Ownershlp

_ The need to link auncultuml and population pohc:cs has mcreasmglv been r&.cobnuud
in recent yeats. Mi\_]OI agricultural development goals. ‘such as improvements in land
productlvny, the establishment of secre cultivation nghts— and the redistribution of -
tand are believed to be influenced by demographic conditions. Similarly, demographic
behaviour and demographit trends are shaped By the rural environment, mcludmg_'

. land/tenure arrangcments and conditions: ° :

An important element in the land- fertnhty/mortahty mterface is gendcr lnﬂtltutlonaL '
arrangements and socio-economic and socio-cultural norras can contribute difterently
to the experiences of men and women in relation to land and fertjlity.. Whilst the issue
" concemns all rural households, it is also important to recogmze some of the spec1ﬁc
constraints that affect female-headed households

‘1. Access to land | }
‘_lefenng household demographic conditions demand differing land an‘angements
Land. arrangements can be divided up betwcen- physical and rights-based
_ characteristics, The former concems the size and degree of fragmentation, ‘location
and quality of a land holding. The latter refers to the rights, security, conditionality
and tegal status that is conferred on an.individual (or.collective) piece of land. One of
thc most important factors determining the relationship. between households and land
is a household’s ability to acquire access to land. An analysis'of f'cruluy and mortality -
trends should, therefore, include a study of the constraints affecting the ability of
different types of household to acquire access to land in order to make appropriate
responses to demographic change. A series of typical genera! constraints mhlbmng
access to land can be identified: : : ’

legal conditions
transaction costs

L N

credit/savings
location

. income ‘

. land prices

Each of these generic constraints assurnc a particular form and rele»ance accmdm" o

specific conditions in differcnt regions. also influenced by social. eultural.. cconomic

contexts and conditions of individual households. It is, therefore, not possibic to make.
generalizations regarding the precise content and unpact of these canstraints apart

from providing broad guidelines. Furthermore,‘as land access ‘issues throughout most -
developing regions are characterized by high levels of gender inequality, additional

‘ emphasns will be placed on this issue.

Legal conditions: rules, regulatlons and customs. : _
Every household decision to acquire additional land is gov erned by a sct of ruies and
regulations. .These may consist of national and/or local laws. customs or policy
conditions. Each of these, however. lmposes a distinct conditionality on the capacity
of a household to gain access 1o land. It is essential. therefore, thut the- full range of
Jegal; customary and pohm condiuons that affcct access to land are analysed in order
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to detenmne the daffercntlal levcls of access, afforded to dlfferent types of rural
-~ households. also broken down by gender. It is tmportant to bear in mind that both
modemn and traditional laws tend to be interpreted- in favour of male ownership and
control and that in some cases. laws may bar women from acquiring or disposing of
land without their husbands"consent. The impact on female-lieadcd houscholds can be
severe: in the case of Sub-Saharan Africa. for instance, widows may be forced to
abandon the land altos..ether and retum to their pdrents village,

Transactaon costs. Institutional ploccdures of .1cqu|rmz land often involve
transactioncosts (i.e. registration fees) which may be prohibitively high (or resource-
poor farm households. Moreover, as women tend to have lower i incomes than men,
they may be less hkely to afford the cost of transaction fees.

Credit/savings. Many farm households do not have access 10 cred:t as they do not
‘have the collateral - usually land title or cattle - required for agricultural loans. The
resulting vicious circle {without land tarmers cannot get credit and without credit they
cannot acquire land) often means that hlt,h fertility may be among the few alicmatives
available for these households to. improve their tenure status. Socio-cultural -
constraints and stereotypes- of non- creditworthincss -tend: to preclude women from
obtammg access to many formal sources of credit, like banks, cooperatives and credit
unions. An analysis of credit schemes in Kenya, Malawi. Sierra Leone, Zambia and
Zimbabwe found that, by and largc; women had received less than 10% of the credit
directed to smaltholders and 1% of the total credit to agriculture.

Laocation. Poor fanners often have ﬁagmcntcd plots of dispers;ed or remole land. As a
result, their Jabour productivity is reduced while their workload is increased (they
often require more time to transport tools, inputs and harvested produce from one plot
to another and may spend morc lime commuting). These condmons increase.the need
for additional labour and may therefore encourage men and -women 1o have more
children. Women tcnd to have even morc marginal and remolt. land than men, and in°
many cases, their land is less fertilc.

lncome. A houschold’s abxlny to acquire land is largely dependent on the combincd
income of its members (on- and off-farm income and. remittances). Many farm
households often do not have the income required to purchase land without credit. A
large number of children is often perceived as one means with which to increase
source of income within a family and thus be in a better posmon to acqmre land.
Women tend to have substantially lower incomé than men, as they engage in unpaid
‘on-farm - and domestic labour or informal sector activities which yield meager
earnings - :

Land prlces '

~ The price of land is often prohibitively expenswe ‘for many rura] household and
particularly for female-headed households. which are often also denied credit. The
response of resource-poor .families may well be to opt for a large family in the hope
that may increase family i income and therefore i lmprove the ability of the household lo
acquire land '
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Gender d:sparmes in access to land -

Disparities in male/female access to land are- virtually universal. In Lalm America.
“men and women do not have equal access to land even in those countries where
~ legislation has removed gender barriers to land ownership. In this region, as well as in
“the Caribbean. women's access to land and to other property generally takes place
' throm,l1 a male rclatwe
In most of (patrilineal) Africa, the usufruct right to land prevails and customary land
use practices often determine access to land i terms of use rights or ownership.
Women are essentially temporary custodians of land passing from father to male heir,
even though they may be de-facto heads of household. As unpaid labourets-on their
‘husbands’ land, while also cultivating separate plots in their own right, African -
women usually lose the rights to land following the death of their spouse.. Widows
and ‘divorced women have virtually no tenure or inheritance rights_ with which io
. ensure food security for themselves or-their children (it is only through their male
_children, or male relatives from their husband's lmeagc that women have land tenure’

B _nghts)

Socio-cconomic and soc:o-cultura! norms and institutional arrangements aeccntuate :
women's inequality of access to land, thereby indirectly encouraging’ hngh fcmhty For
instance, the fact that land title and land tenure tend 10 be vested in men may be a .
legal condition, bat it also- reflects socio-cultural tradition. In India, daughters usually

waive their -land rights in favour of their brothers, to avoid being denounced as -
"selfish," and risk being alienated frofn their natal families. This oftert results in social

pressure for women to bear as many sons as possible, as this can be their only means .

of security of access to land. In the Middle East, women rarely own tand., and when
~ they do, the land is often controlled or managed by male rclattves unu! marnagc after .
" which the titles are transferred dlrectly to lhelr sons. :

Even when wbmen have user rights, they have limiled rights over the-fructiss of their-
labour. As a result, their restricted bargaining power over the use of the fructus’is not
likely to be reflected in decisions regarding the education of girl children, knpwn 1o
delay age at mamage and childbearing, thereby reducing fertility and mortality.

2. Security of tenure

Another important factor detemunmg the relationship between rural households and
land is security of tenure, or the ability of men and women to maintain the rights and
conditions that permit secure use of the land. Security of tenure is to a large extent a
social contract through which the community bestows to an individual or household
~ the right to cultivate land. It is a critical socio-economic and psychological right
granted to individual men and women or to groups under different forms of land
‘tenure. Security of tenure allows individuals or groups-to reap the benefits of their
‘labour and ensures that their ch;ldrcn havc future-control over the land.

An analysis of fertility and mortality trends should. therefore, mc]ude a review of the
constraints (mcludmg gender) that affect the ability of different types of households to
maintain use rights in order to make appropriate responses to demographic change.
Security of tenure is especially important 1o women, giveu their lower socio-economic
status and limited access to productive resources and services, as it affects both their
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productive and reproductive lives. Constraints to seéui‘ity of tenure are linked to 2
variety of - factors, including land ownership, use, regularization (including
" demareation and adjudication). among others. :

Ownership . o o .
Demographers  have focused primarily on one aspect of security of tenure - land
ownership - and its -interface with - fertility, and ‘have established a’ ncgative
" relationship between, ownership and family, size. It has been- argued that ownership
- tends to redute fertiiity by providing an alternative means of security in old.age. thus
_substituting for children's support. According to demographers, research in the
Philippines and India has shown that land owners have smaller families than tenants. -
A 1978 FAO study on Population and Socio-Economic Change in 18th and 19th
century Hungary found that agricultural producers who did not own land had nothing
10 lose by having a large-number of children; while farmers who.owned land and who
therefore had much 1o Josc from subdividing the land for their children had lower
rates of fertility. It has also been argued that the total effect of land ownership is (0
reduce fertility through its influence on. fémale education and village-level
traditionalism. However, ownership of land is only.one element of security of tenure
 and does not necessarily guarantee use rights. S :

Land use , : | : :

In many developing countries, security of tenure is guarantecd by the utilization of
land. As long as a farmer cultivates the land, he/she enjoys security of tenure,
However, under external pressurcs (population growth, competition for resources for
instance on land that has the potential for irrigation), use rights can be eroded. Womcen '
" tend to be among the first to lose use rights. Polygamy and high fertility (i.e. in many
parts of Sub-Saharan Africa), besides factors related to labour requirements, are
- among the demographic mechanisms. that have been devised by some societics to
ensure land usé rights. ' ' o

Land regularization (including . demarcation "of parcels ‘and adjudication)
Demarcation of parcels refers to the physical identification and recording of specific
plots that facilitates the resolution of ownership ‘and/or border' disputes. It is also-a
vital precondition for the development of land cadastres and record systems. The
" demarcation of parcels is a critical element of tenure security, without which. under
certain conditions, land titling may become meaningless. While demarcation of
parcels is prevalent in many parts of Asia and Latin America, this is not yet the case
in Africa, cxcept for urban peripheries where the value of the land increases as a result
of its investment potential. However, the demarcation of parcels is gradually
becoming a priority in Africa because of land shortage du'e: 10 degradation, increasing
population pressure, etc. ' - : : |

1t hras been argued that' insecurity of tenure does nol stem from indigenous systems
themselves, but from exicrnal factors or pi'essurés which do not take into account the
structurc and operation of cxisting tenure systems and their cocio-ccotiomic impact.
Traditional land enure systems are: often unable to absorb outside pressures such as
population pressure ou land; war and civil conflict, drought, famine, environmental
degradation, civironmental- and conflict-induced refugess, the introduction of new
techpologies and cash crop, and government interventior. In such cases, insecurity of*
tenure and land tenurc conflicts may result. In Kenya, public intervention led to
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increased tenurc mqecurny the lund tlthng, programmc faited to aclne\e is. wals and
sccurity of tenure was further (.I'OdCd because the formal registration system did-not
replace the mdwenous onc, as it was attempted without popular participation and
therefore without due conudcmuon of tocal traditions and nonms.

F;gure - Tlle interface between land and population

. . Total popuiation
R "‘-.\. ’ v-'ll.'
. Land percgp__ita /e
f -
= P Lline &
% . —_———" - neb .
= “Minimum lsnd requirement C and
% [bytype of production syatem) 0
[+8
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The |mpl1cat|ons of security. of tenure tumn out to be particularly relevant \vhcn
external pressures menace this security. ‘As seen in Figure 1, security of tenurc is
threatened when the population/arable land equation reachcs a certain levcl, or
threshold, beyond which it may lead to larid conflicts. A single thréshold would apply
for a certain type of production systcm as the minimum surface required to ensure the
survival of a family. When the population | increases at a rate that cxceeds the capacity
of the production system 1o adjust in order to increase its productivity.- passing from
linc A to B - the surlace. per capita will fall betow this line or threshold. From that
~ point - or point C - it can be argued that there emerges a problem of security of. tcnure'
as a result of population pressure on.land affecting the existing system

‘Gender dlspantles in security of tenare

Even when women have-access to land, their s...cumy of tenure is oﬂcn pl‘GCilTlOUS

Under customary law, men and women usually have clearly defined rights to land.,
‘trecs and water as well as usufruct rights, bestowed on them by the community elders.

Women thus retain control. over the land they use and its products. Traditional -
communal rights are in many rcgions being replaced by land tenure systems based on

exclusive use; ownership and titling which tend 10 erode the rights of vulnerable

groups: mcludmg women and minority. cthnic or nomadic' groups. For instance, in

Jamaica, in 1954, 56% of farms were owned by men, but by 1961 the figure had -
increased to 76%. Women's inequality of access to land was a result of the i increase in
purchase of legal titles. in line with the British legal tradition, that linked the use of

land with individual property. It also stemmed from the fact that land scttlement

sthemes granted resources mainly to male heads of household, who were perceived 10

be the ones responsible for the sustenance of their family. Ignoring the fact that in

many parts of the world the women farmers are largely responsnble for food

production and secur ity. '

Agricultural transformauon is another factor contnbutmg to the erosion of women's
security of tenure. For instance, in the case of the Nair community in Kerala. India,
the¢ commercialization of agriculture and the subsequent derrand for land eroded
women's traditional idnd rights. Another generic example is the. subslltutlon of Tood
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crops with cash crops. Before the introduction of" cash crops. women. who. usually
produce the bulk of food crops, are traditionally -entitled to land. Once cash crops are’
introduced, however. the same right to land with high potential is claimed by gllé men
who grow them. As cash crops are perceived to be more profitahle than food crops.
- competition for lund uscrights results between men and women, which can lcad 10 a
progressive margmalization of women farmers’ formerly cultivating fertile tand.
Thus. combining factors like agricultural transformation with population growth can.’
change the interface between. gender land and poputation { sec Figure | above).

- When security of tenure is menaced, women tend to be among the first groups.to lose
use rights. This may contribute to high fertility: families may perceive having a large

“number of children (with preference for sons) as a rational strategy through which to
impr&gve food and tenure sccurity and ensure old-age support. The same strategy has
been: noted where women will stnve for a large family to overcome the labour -
constraints induced by disabled husbands. However, it should be noted that this ofien’
takes place al the expense of sustainability and'of future generations. :

. To assess your understanding of the above topic, answer these questions.

{ii . Reading: - 0

143 a) Bina Agar.wal, (1998) “Land Rights for i\‘omeli:=§

making the case™, in A Field of One’s Own: University of!
’ : K - . .

Cambridge Press, iCémhridgc, pp 1 =45
4.3 b) Bina Agarwal, (1998) “Cont’em-porziry Laws and 5

[l
i
H

|

Landed I’_l'bpe-rt}""in ‘A Field of One's Own, . University of

Cambridge Press, (‘ambridge, p’p 227 - 248.

o S_AQS. .

T Bricfly. answer the following questions. |

1. Enlist all those weneral constraints inhibiting women’s access I
o land? . ' : ‘ ' .
| 2. Do you think gender roles determines right to land? ]
|3 "ow religion safe guard women's fights to property? J

e Em 4+ b ek it W e S———— fom —eemm

" 4.4 Public and.Private Space.

As according to. Rendell (2000} “space is sociaily produced. but that space 1s also-a
condition of social production or we may,say that space is,materially and culturatly
j}l‘c\dtlécd. it is. not innate and inert, measured geometrically but as “inlegral and

changing part of daily life and intimately bound up in social and personal rituals and
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-acnvmes and when think cnucally we may Know the way i which space and places
| are gendercd We can then recogmze the fact that gender is fundamental to the ways
in which people use, -access perceive the spaces around them’ *

'v The man. made enwronments which surround us reinforce conventlonal patnarchal _
definitions of women's role in soc:ely and spatially imprint those sexlst mcssages on
our. siblirigs. This is political nature of the envnronmental oppression. This has

: condmoned us 1o an env:ronmcntal myopia Wthh hmns our self-concepts our -

choices and visions for ways of living and working. It limits.us by not providing the

._environments we need to support Our.autonomy or by barring our access 10 »them. The

below ment_i'on'ed' readings will help in clari'fying the gender and‘sﬁacc angle and in

“reading 4.4 d) not only social, pdlitical economic and 'cultdral variables are diécussed

but some diagnosis is also given which we can sometlmes relate with our social

- context and further reflect on our state of affalrs

. Readings: _ o
4.4 a) V1rgmxa Woolf, (2000) “A Room Of One's Own Q_g_q |
Space Architecture, Routledge London. pp 25-28. .
4.4.b) Jane Rendell (2000) “Intmductxon Gender and Space“ .
pp 101-109
4.4.¢c) Susana Torre (2000) “Clalmmg the Public Space” pp l40-»
145 ‘ , ' :
' 4.4 d) Centro de Tntercambio y Sewicio§ Cono Sur, (ed) (2006)
“Intervention in Urban Space”, (Module V) in Tools for t-h'ej

Promotion of Safe Cities from the Gender Persgectwe UNIFEM _' |

& AECI Argentma Pp 52- 80

SAQs

Q. How “the Mothers™ negotiated their space?

Q. What is first step taken by the women in the “the mothers of plaia
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4.5 Low Income Housing
Meetmg the housing requit rements of lew-income women is‘one specific aspect of the_v
human setllement partlculan ly in the substandard environment in thé urban and rural
areas ‘
Planning strategies 1or nousmg are required 1o provide tor the needs of wemen and
children. Most of the women of Iow-mcome working: groups preter working i m the -
home of close by as they can combine the work of subs1stence producuon childcare

and housework. Provision of WOrkshops or work centers is required near the homes.

Similarly all planning schemes must cater for recreational facilities for women and
. children. All devclOpmenta] schemes must earmark areas wnhm the localities for '

women and children actwmes and chxld care facrlmes

The quality of housing is directly related to the _qoality of life of the communities - it
not only changes the physically built environment but also has a deep and everlasting
eftect in shaping the human persondhly, Shelter deSIgn needs to be cons:dercd by
' e\newmg the appropnateness of apartment block for low income groups and the need '
of women and children. House des:gnneeds to mcorporate workplace for women
. within the house for income generation; better design of kitchen is required to prevent
accidents and health hazards as it is wormnen and children vwho spend most of their time

in the house.

The blind following of the west in adopting apartment-' blocks, as the solution to the
: housmg problem must he halted. They-carry a heavy soc:lal cost, as there are no
spaces tor children to play in or the women to pcrform their chores comformbl) In
time because of defective construcnonrand ill maintenance they turn into vertical -

slums creating far worse environmental conditions than the squatter settlements..

For low income groups it is important that single dwelling, incremental housing be
_encouraged where the initial cost is low arid allows families 10 bind as their eaming or

paying capacity improves. This also allows simple skills and indigenous Vteclm'rques o
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be used. In such a situation worhsn can play a major part in assisting building of -

houses..

In using simple techniques for building, bu:ldmg wnlh adobe or mud musl be
encouraged. In one expenmeni of conduction in Multan in a mud designed bmidmi
where the roof was built-in vaults and domes or mud brick, cost almost 50% of the
" normal cost and was built in a short: time of' 3 months. The sun dried brick- luchmquus .

allows construction and repair easily-as ali the matenals are locally avallable

‘Women who have traditionally built in mud houses in the rural areas can be taught
enhanced techniques for buﬂdmg which will allow them to improve their living
conditions. Of course mmultancously ‘there ls 2 requnrer_nent to provide them’ with
funding which will be on much Smaller scale than what is required in conventional -
housmg, as mud building still remains the most effeclwe and economlcal solution to
housmg problem. The mud houses are comfortable as tney are cool in summer and

warm in winter.

8 SAQ's -

- Do you have any example of low housing schemes?

-In Pakistani socicly how can we |mprove the work
environment for male and female staff? .
- If you are working in an office what iss_ues'you can identify

in context of women and space?

4.6 nuine for Special‘ Targét_'Grbups

Elder}_y Women

Although the overa]! percent'tgc of elderly women is f'ound to be only 23% mosl of

them are w;dows 41 4% further due m ch'\m.mq cnrcumstanccs of lhc llfe such .xs
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-thizuion’. lack. of housing, migration, acute poverty or not having any immediate

s

pelative, a nuinber of old women live neglected lives.
Destitute Women

'meexact n_umbe'r‘ of destitute women at national level is not known but it is found in-
2 study conducted on a national sample of 160 women that 90 percent of the women |
belong to the lower in?;ome class and 10% are transitory destitlite wailing for a service
_lcoun--d'ed‘isibn‘- on their custody. There arc approximately._lb Darul Amans (homes
for the destitute) which provide shelter to the women whio arc'maladjustcd. kidnapped '
or deserted by husbands, widowed or runaway from hames. also the women under
trial by the courts and. having no place 10 go. ln'ad'di'ti'on to medical education,
vocational education, social education economic rehabilitation is arranged to restore
them to their relatives or parents, arrange marti#ges and provide johs followed by
.homé visits to ensure that women ‘di'scharged' are comfortably rehabilitated. For
inst,ance’/at three such homes dt:riﬁg.l'974-75 most women -(377) were dischargcd or

=

were restored to their husbands or relatives (1386).
* Bettered wives

The bettered wives as revealed in one study are uneducated and poor. Beating ol
wives is found to depend on the moods of husbands mostly caused by stress duc to
. poor economic‘ conditions frustrations outside the homes, unemployment and
» influence of drugs. | *

Prostitutes

Prostitution is legally banned in Pakistan yet it is.practiced and like other .bused

women most are found to be uneducated and poor.
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Abducted women

The abducted womert as found in one national study are poor and rcpresent more
appropnatel y a casc of runnmg away or elopement. A majority of women ledw. home
- on their own choice duc 1o strict parents or in-laws, disappointmient. in love and

inability to marry.
The migrant women .

Most ferﬁale migration is taking pjéce in the ﬂ':rn; of family migfatioﬁ and further

more the women accompany the family as daughters. wives, sisters or mothers of the”
household heads (whio are male in 99% of the cases).'.Somc cx«_:eptidns to this pattern

are 're'preSemedby the oldqr :single womeri and educated divorced women. -

Three pauems of mwmnon seem 1o typify the mter—dlslncl movement of Paklstam
women age 10 and above. ln the first place the pre dominant pattem is that of mamcd
women movirig 10 another district with her famxly Some 29% of all married women
in the coymtry had at least movgd once during their -Ilfeume, 5% were recent migrants.
The sccond pattem is that of-a higﬁer‘ propensity to move among older single women.
', particulaﬂy those aged 45 and above. The h‘igher propcnsity towards migration among’ -
single women posmvely with their labor force pammpatlon parllcularly in the case of
educated women. The third pattern of migration related to divorced - women

 particularly those who have recewed some education

2 SAQ

Q. Récall points rvelated with  circumstances |
responsiblc for problems in special targeted group

of women.

Q. Recollect patterns of migrant women.
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Sllntroductlon ' | SR

In this unit we will try to understand the concept of sustamable environmental
development. Vanous agendas of United Natlons and conventlons and how they
emphasize and integrate the concept of women. environment and development have
) been explained. Gender mainstreaming environmental poilcies are also discussed to

~ facilitate proactive agenda.

5.2 Objectives

- To define sustainable development.

- To examine women, environment and development.

- To know how to mainstream gender in. environment. :
5.3 Sustainable Development

' Aecording to Bruntland Commnssnon s (1987) deﬂmtion Sustamable developmem :
can be deﬁned as:

) \
“Sustainable Development is.the dev: tupinent that_meets the needs of the preseat

without compromising the abilit}? of future generations to meet their necds™.
It can-also be defined as;
“ The successful management of respurces for various development processes 10

satisfy changing human needs while maintaining or _enhaneing quality of the

" environment and conserving natural resources”.
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So it is a‘ developﬁmut process- which is ecnlog.lully sound, eéonomicallv viable,
'~ soclally just, humane and adaptable. In other words it is dlgniﬁed secure and

adaptable for all with equal rights on the entire system.
5.4 UN Agenda for integration; Women in Environmental Development

| For sustainable environmental development women’s role along with men now has -
been emphasnzed for a few decades. In 1985 the UN Third World Conference on
Women in Nairobi reviewed the achievements of the UN Decade: for women. ln the
forward. looking strategles. women s role in environmental conserv ation and
management was recognized. UN Environmental Programme (UNEP) organized a
special event on women and environment, Special workshops were held on women,
environment and development. In 1991 at Miami, - the World Women in :
Environment and Development (WIDE) AND Global assembly reviewed the suceess
stories. The Earth Summit: UN Conference on Environment and Development_
produced the Rio Declaration and Women Action Agenda 21, Thev also produced

. two Conventions on Blologlc'll diy ersit» and Desertiﬁcatlon

The International Coriference on Population and De\elopment (1994) mld Woa id
Summnt for Social Development in Copenhagen (1995) called for eradication of
poverty and promotion of social justice and w0meu nghts Same year in Beijing the
Forum emphas:zed 12 key areas for gender equalm One of the key areas was :
- women and environment. which asserted that, “women h.ne an essentlal role to pla\
in’ the dewelopmcnt of sustainable and ecologically sound comumptlon and
- production pattérns and approaches to natiral resource m.maﬂement” In 2000 i in
Mlllennlum Summit at New York with cight dey clopment goals was enmmitted for
‘?ensurmg envuomnenml sustainability was again reiterated targeting for 2018, A¢
Johannesburg in \\ orld Summit on Sustainable De\e.opment the, Plan of Action
einphasizes gender analysis, geuder specific data and “EIldel mamslreammg in all

sustamable developmeut efforts.
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' UNEP and WEDO commits to making & cross-cuttmg prmntv to cmpower woen
in envlronmental declsaon-making. active p.&rnclp'\tlon. , teclmic.ll .lsstst.mcc
development of educ.mon and training m.uerlal workshops .md gcudcr halance in

- meutmgs. The above detail -shows UN's affirmation to women® s ri;.lus- in

~ environment and dcwelopmenl For turther details consult Www.un. urLlcsdI\u\dc\. ,

WWW, un.org/\\mncn\wtclll. E wwu.vedo.orp/sus idev/ . and

' \V\\'—“’.WORI(‘IIL‘H\ iron lll(‘llf. s '.'/.

i} Reading:

184, a) Rachel Musika & - Susan  Joekes. (1997)
Environmentally Sustainable Devclogment and Poverty: Al
Gender Analvsis Repoft No. 52. BRIDGE, Institute- of |
Development Studies, Universify of Sussex.

84 b) Towards gender nmmstrgamlng in gnvironmcma
policles, www.nadp.orp/PE/Women/Chapter Six pp 84-100°

— i - weem

% sAQ

Q,Wha} are the salient features of Rio Summit :{get_:da 21

5.5 Women, Environment and Sustainable DevclOpmen'tr

~In spite of UN, public and private agencies emﬁlmsising -on gende_rv equality still
there is a wide gap. G_endér -equality and equity is not _onl_\/ _iinperative for
fundamental human - rights but are also instrumental for environmental
conservation and sustainable devclopment. The shape of hédian women's Chipko
movement and Green Belt movement in’ Kenva (details in Unit 8). proves the
effective contribution in health and ‘sustainable em-i‘ronn’icht’._ Yet 1lncfe rs limited
recognition of wonmen's potential and their contiibution. This is also due to

dlscnmmatorv soclal struclures, attitudes at person.ll commumt\ ‘and institutional
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levels, There are several critical d_étérminants for a baseline analysis such as:
knowiedge. division of labour, access to and control of resources. status and power.
~ culture-and tradirions.'participatihn and décision-making. Though there Q_ur‘e many
examples, in the world where gender. analysis in envirenmental projects have been
’inlcarutcd, such as ~Gender Nature of Ginger'Pfroductim:'-.md cclmmcrcialization in
Sikkini, West Bengal™. | "

Women's 'relatio.nship' to the environment incorporates factors for eiamplg:
' provisioning services (food, ‘fu'el & wafe!‘). supporting services (pure wa’fer npd air,
mitigmion‘- of droughts. floods) and cultural services (con)prising,spirituél and
aesthetic valrues. education and‘sciéljce). Far an cffective approacl to incorporate
women in environment. a 'par'ticipatory appraisal is necessary by it'n'n.l\'ing
stakeholders. women and their organizations. For Aappropriate ‘néliqn it is
imperative to. distinguish women's practical nceds (access to land: water, food
s‘ecdrity, 'heafth, education) and . their 'stratégic‘ néeds (p'oliticai p‘arti'cipaﬁdn'.‘
decision-making, environment related jobs). To understand the gender

mainstreaming of environmental policies read the following:

'£) Reading: |

[5.5 a) R. Braidotti, E. Charkiewicz & S. Wieringa, (1999) |
“Women, The Environment and Sustainable Devclopment” in |

L. Duggan. L. Nisonoff & N. Wiegersn'la‘ (eds) The Women,

Gender and ngelopment Reader, Zed Books LTD. Lnndoin.'
1 S.S'b) Chanda 'G‘urung & N. Gurung (2006) “The Social _and

Gendered Nature of Ginger Production and

Commercialization: a case study of R;ii, Lepcha and Brahmin-

| Chhetri in Sikkim. West Bengal. India™. in Ronnie Vernooy

{(ed) Social and Gender Analysis in Natural Resource

Management, Sage Publicatins,. pp 1-18

58



L& SAQ

Q Changing gender division of labour can belp in gender

- | mainstreaming. Hiustrate how? .
Q What ady .mta;_es did the Samml project gn-e to the
| villagers? .
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UNIT 6

~ WOMEN AND NATURAL DISASTERS

Dr Riffat Haque
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6.1 Iatroduction

In recent vears. approximately 311 million persons were affected or killed by
-natural disasters. seven times as many as those hurt or Killed in armed conflict. As
many as 100,000 people die each year duc to natural disaster. In most disasters.
where sex speclﬂe data are a\allable. more women than nien lose their Iives.

Gender inequalltles play an important role in the lewel of \ulnerahlhtv to natural :
disasters and their consequences. Wonien are more vuinerable because: they have
less access to.resources. are victims of gendered division of labour, and they are the
primary care gwers to children and disables.

. In this unit an attempt is being made to cover some aspects regardmo natural
.disasters, women’s vulnerability in natural disasters, mitigation and- management ‘
strategies. ‘ :

6.2 Objectives |

-~ To know what are natural disasters.

- How gender is influenced differently by natural dwasters _ ‘

- To understand link between wothen empowerment and sustainable development
in calamlty sutuatlons. :

6.3 Natural. Disasters

A natural disaster is the result of the impact of a natural hazard on a sucio-
economic system with a given level of vulnerability, which prevents the affected
society from coping adequately with this impact. Natural hazards themselves do not
neceﬁsanlv lead to disasters. 1t is only their interaction with people and their
environment that generates impacts, which may ‘reach disastrous proportions. A
disaster is usually defined as a serious disruption of the functioning of society.
causing widespread human, material or environmental losses which exceed the
ability of the affected society to cope using only its own resources. While we cannol
do awnay with natural hazards. we can eliminate those that we cause, mininize those
" we exacerbate and reduce our vulnerability-to most. Doing this requires healthy .nul
resilient communmes and ecosystems,

.Enur(mmental or natural dlsasters can be meteorologlcal such as forest ﬁres.'
windstorms. landslides. droughts or extreme temperature events. They can also be
based on ' geophysical processes like earthquake and volcanic eruption. While
environmental or natural disasters are set into motion by naturally occurring
enwronmental hazards, they are also social processes grounded in the social ’



organization of people. The hazards people have always faced (meteorological or
weather-related, or geophysical, involying carth movement) as well as new ones {for
example. global \mrmiug.‘luxi'ccuutnminntion)‘- arce often accepted as .inevitable
aspects of evervdav life. : ‘

By . disaster, people may rvefer to genocide, epidemics, economic “depressions.
explosions and accidents. complex emergencies combining armed conflict and
environmental stress—or simply the routine social conditions making everyday- life
a disaster. Disaster is always relative: it isa function of people’s relative exposure to
physical or natural hazards (such as earthquakes) and people’s social vulnerability
to the effects of the hazard (people with. strong houses are less vulnerable to
carthquake). : ' S '

64 Impact of Natural Disasters.on Women and Men

As we know the gender-based inequalities and disadvantages are often multiplied by
factors. such as race. class, ethnicity or age, which lead to immense differences in
 women's cxperiences  in disasters. While gender roles vary culturally and
historically, they often make risky living conditions for women. both in “normal”
and severe periods. Women who are poor or economically insecure are less resilient
to disasters. Earning an income and providing for their familics. puts women on the
frant lines of hazardous work on a daily basis. Becaunse their lives are so often
confined. to the home, girls and women are correspendingly more exposed than men
to death and injury when buildings collapse: . -

Other factors, cariitg for family: (children & old) such as malnutrition and chronic’
illness, low levels of literacy, fack of information and training, inadequate
transportation, physical and mental health, violence,, access to relief. cultural -
limitations on mobility and decision —making in mitigation initiatives can also
reduce women'’s flexibility to disaster. - :

Degraded = forests, polluted waters, eroded soils and other symptoms of
environmental stress-impact on girls' and women’s time. Forests degradation for
exainple force women or girls to waik long distances to gather just enough fuel wood
for one spare meal a day. preventing them from engaging in income-generating or
educational activities. ” -

Gender-hased incqualitics can put women and girls. at high' risk and make them
particularly vulnerable during natural disasters. The deterioration of natural
resources displaces communities, especially -Wwomen, from " income-generating -
activities. while greatly adding to unremunerated work. In_both urban and rural
areas. environmental degradation resulls in negative effects on the heaith, well-
. being and quality of life. There arc many casualties among women in disasters, for
example. if they do not receive fimely warnings or other information about hazards
~and risks or if their mobility is restricted or otherwisc affected due to cultural or

sociat constraints. The direct and indirect impact of disasters on wonjen’s lives and
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" livelihoods extend to their aftermath. Gender-based attitudes and SLCreoty pes can
complicate and extend women’s recovery. :

{7 Reading

6.4 a) Arivabandu MM, & SYickramasinghe M, (2005) Gender Dimensions
in Disaster Manugement *3. /mpact of disaster on wouten'and nien "Raj
Press India. pp 55-74 _ :

6.4. b) Enarson, Elaine, (2000) Gender Issues in Natural Disasters: Talking
points ahd research needs. HLO Infocus Programme on Crisis Response &
Reconstruction Workshop ' ' . '

C%E sAQ

Q. Why women and mien are differeatly affected by disasters?

v

| Q. What issues women face after a disaster?

- 6.5 Gender Roles and Women's Vulnerability in Disasters

Social vulnerabilities are based on differences and inequalities among peopie. These
Include physical differences (consider, for example. the mobility barriers of the very
young and very old), but especially reflect differences in social power structires (dor
cxample, based on sex, race or ethnicity, social class or.age). These inequalities put
people in places, jobs, houses and situations, which either increase or reduce their
ability to anticipate, prepare for, survive, cope with and recover from the eftects of
natural disasters. It is important to note that vulnerability is not inherent in persons
(for example, the disabled, women. the elderly), but follows from . systems. and
structures of inequality, which convert differences to inequalities (for example, lack
- of attention in disaster contexts to the capacities or needs of people with disabilities,
or constraints due to old age). Nor are vulnerable people helpless peaple, thoigh
women in particular are often seen only as needing “specinl”. assistasice. In other
words, vuluerability to hazards is net given .but created.” “\ nlnerability is
consequent not on hazard but on particular sociul. économic and politicad processes.

3% Re‘ading

6.5-:1};_“__________‘__(2095) “Tackling the Tides and Tremors”, South Asian
Disaster Report RIDPI & Practical Action. pp 32-d1. o
6.5 b) Ariyabandu M.M. & Wickramasinghe M. (2005) Gender Dimensions |
in Disaster Management 1.3 Understanding Vuluerability to Divivier. Raj
Press India. pp 22-24. ' : ' .
|65¢) ——— (2004) Women 2000 and Beyond: Making Riskv
Environments Safer, UN Division of Advancement of Women pp 6-8.
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\Q ,
Q. In a situation of flood hew \ulner.lhlc struations-can be avoided.
Q. The 2008 earthquake in Pakistan exposed: Iem.\lc 5V ulner.lhllm look
into some reports and ils statistics”

0.6 Women’s work and l)isaswr .\lanagcuwht

Nuatury] dl\a\ters—-mparnullarl\ erosion and nther furms of nphoon, carthquakes.
soil degradation. pullutlon of freskwaters. flooding. loss of wetlands, drought and .
descrtilication— impaci directly on women in their-roles as providers of food. water
and fucl. Food security and family well-being are threatened when the fesource base
on which women rely to carry out their critical roles and obtain complementary
incomes is under-mined. € lu_n,uq change, war, conflict, migration. can also.impact
on women's productive rolcs and can]jedparcliu s‘hstaiqahlo livelihood strategics.

. chclnc risk assessment and managemcnt reguire the active nnolwmunl of local
conununities and civil socicty: groups to ensure decreascd occurrente of disasters
and reduced losses and costs when they do occur. T he knowledge. contributions and
potentials of both women and men néed to he identifietl and utifized. 1t is important
to stress that gender equality in disaster reduction requires, above all, empowering -
- women {0 have an mcreasmg role in leadership, management .md dcc:sum making
posltums. -

Re‘ading. e S

6.6 Arl\'almndu M.M. & Wickrumasinghe M. ("mi:'.) Gender Dinicnsions i
Dasaster '\lanagement Raj Press Iudia. pp 77-92

b i :\Q
Q. Identify a few NGOs \\hlch are working in thc arc: 01 any kind at

N disaster m.umgemenl

6.7 Wonuen mitig'ation cnvironmental Hazards

Mitigation and plcp.ucdm-ss nced to he unupk-nmm-d I vulperability reduction.
The risk of disaster can be reduced by ulcnm\uw bazards. taking precautions and
preventing evident harm, but disasters cannot be prevented without identityving and
addressing the root causes of people’s socially constructed \llh!t‘l.lhllll\ to saturad
hazards. Despite significant advances -in emergency prepareduess and response in
‘many parts of the.world, people coitinue to be at very great risk of harm from the
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.

effects of mtural disasters. As providers and produccrs. women are often ahle to
help make their households. neighhourhoods and communities less vulnerible to the
effects of natural hazards-and disasters. Strategies nmge from collaborative setion
to activism at the grass-roots level. ‘ :

Women's collaborative action. women’s skills and kanowledge about lacal conditions
can form the basis for better preparadoess Tor environmental <tress, Women's
technological innovations e -bring solutions 1o caviconmental problens. Since
women earn iheir living from plants and materials, they have become active plavérs
in a multi-stakeholder forunt.rescarching sustinanility problems. ‘

Mitigation of risky environmental conditions and events involves actions taken to
reduce risk and make people- more secure, for example. when deforested hillsides
are terraced and rain waters harvested in drought-prone arveas. Some forms of .
structural mitigation, such as levees and dams. can reduce flooding but may have
negative effects downstream or on people's culturad and. .economic survival,
Practising emergency evacuation plans in homes and’ institutions. preparing and
storing reserves of food and water, and educating children about the need to be
- prepared are only the-most obvious examples, Mitigation and preparedness are not
ag hoc activities before and after disaster occur rences but ongoing activitles.of dall\
life: in- commumtles constructed around ecoloou..llh sound uase of resouvces.
sustamable economic growth. human development and social justice.

£ Reading

6.7 a) <ermemee ( 2004) Homen ‘-Itl:"«l(' i1 mmmwnml Ireczards™. \\ omen
2000 and Bevnnd. Making Risky Fuvice peacnis Safer; TN I)nmou of
Advancement of Women Apnl 2004 pp 913

6.7 b) Arivabandu M.M. & Wickramasinghe M. (2005) (,cmrlel Dimensions
in Disaster Management “Scction 5. The absetice of gender wnsm\m' |n
disaster mamagement”. Raj Press Indm pp 8592

-

6.8 _Mininstrea-mihg Gender in Disaster -a\l-.nn:igc:honf

As dcsuuune as they are, natural dlsnstcn clearly offer many oppommmes for
social change. Too often, however. oppor tumtlcs to aditress gender quu.llltles are
overlooked i in .the rush to retur 16 “nor mal™ life. including ~nornil™ geader norms.
values and stercoty pes. Focusing on- swomen's shiils.:hnowledge suid abilitics in key
emergency’ man.loement areas, such as educ.mun skill trainirg. healtii. can facilitute
women's pnrtlclpauon. In recent earthquake in Pakistair sueh initiatives have heen
taken by government as well as NGO sector to involve local community in
management. The mmames taken h\ Pattan, a non-goverumental org.lmuuon, in’
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response to flooding in Pakistan in the eagly 1990s is another example where social
inequalities were addressed directly in the aftemath of a disaster. Pattan workers
ensured that women as well as men. were represcnted on ullaoc committees that
.advised on ﬂood rellef projects. .

* Reading

6.8 a) (2004) *Natural Disaster: Opportunity for linking Women’s
empowerment in Sustainable Development™. Women 2000 and Bevond:
‘Maki Environments Safer, UN Division of Advancement of
Women Aprn 2004. pp 14-20 :

6.8 b) Schwoebhel, M. H. & Menon, Geeta. (2004) “Tools for mamstreammg

| Gender in Disasters Annex D* Mainstreaming Gender in Disaster _
Management Support Project. CEDRA & Chemonics International Inc.

K] SAQ :

Q. What are gender mainstreammg tools for dlsaster management ?

Q. Right to decision-making for women in sntuatlona of vulnerablhtv is an
empowermcm tool? Examine. :
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UNIT7

'ENVIRONMENT AND FEMINIST DIALOGUE

. For centuries women’s' daily activities through out the world have been related
with production of food for their families, water use ¢t and has been related with
creating sustainable environment. So for centuries they have heen eco-feniinist,
‘ only the namne has been coined now.

¢

* Dr Riffat Haque
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7.1 Introduction

T

Feminists got concerned hy the devastation of the earth by corporate warriors.

military warriors in. other words-masculinity. mentality. Eco-feminists connect
“ecological destruction by patriarch and patriarchal violence against women. And
thus they understand the war against nature. against women and future
gencrations. ‘ o - :

7.2 Objectives
-After reading this unit students will be able to:

= Understand the concept of eco-feminism.
- Critique on eco-feminismn.

- Know the link between environment and women's movement.

7.3 Eco-feminism .

Eco-feminsm is joining of environment and feminism.[Eco—fe(m‘inism is a
relatively new part of . the feminist movement, evolving out of political activism

and recently considered as an academic pursuit. Pcace marches, anti-nuclear
protests, environmental and animal liberation movements, and world hunger
activism have raised the consciousness of many. A range-of theoretical positions
has emerged from this movement; resting on the assumption that there. are
critical cannections between the domination of nature and women. As -the
environmental crisis mounted so did the environmental movements and women
began to see a parallel between th'e, devaluation of earth and that of women -as
well. Eco-feminists link the violation of earth and women as part of the same .
drama of male control, ' |

Eco-feminism grew in 70:s and 8U's out of various social movements such as the
feminist, peace and the ecology movements. The.term.eco-feminisim was coined
by French feminists in 1974 who also founded Ecology-Feminism Center. The _
first conference on eco-feminism was held in America in 1980's- *Women and -
Life on Earth’. It is aboiit connectedness and wholeness of theory and practicc.

Eco-feminists also-address the dualism approach in which Western socictios hisve
it superior edge. They seck to move bevond. dualistic worldview and restructure
our motion of power; life-atfirming, consensual relationships are 0 replace
‘power-over” relationships. The eco-feminists’ want to create an interconnected
community, void of - hierarchies. where all beings-human. non-human. and
members of the organic world have their own central value and areé part of the
same living organism, the carth. ' o
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Readings .

732V ictoria Da\finn_.'(l‘)tu) fl.«:l:‘c(.gﬁ'min.s-m Leminist’, in : :
1 K. J. Warren (ed by) Ecological Feminism. Routiedge, | 'ondon. pp 8-28

LS SJAALE AL g

] 7.3 b) Maria Mies & Vandana Shiva (1993) “Inrroduction™in Ecofeminism
Fernwood Publications. Halifax. L o , '
7.3 ¢) Bina Agarwal {1999) “The Gender and Environmeat Debate: [essons

from illdia“ in 1.. Duggan. L. Nisonoff & N.’\\’iegcrsmﬁ (edsy The W omen.

Gender and Devélopment Reader, Zed I?oc')ks' 1.TD. London. pp 68-75.

SAQ

Q. 1. Do you think eco-feminists standpoint is genuine?
Q. 2. All of us arc linked to nature 5o we ave also cco-
_ feminist? Do you agree? '

. 7.4 Eco-feminist Philosophy and various positions
“Theoretical debates and approaches" on women.and nature cmmiqc various .
perspectives. The first wave feminists acknowledge a special connection of
women and nature but tliey also hypothesize women and men as scparate and
‘related to nature and culture. respectively. Second wave femiinists hegan (o
examine the hierarchical dichotomous-critically. ' .

Radical feminists™ argument was '|ihii050phica| and they argued that the

exploitation and commoditisation of women is similar to the way humans treat
_.naturc‘.‘ European thinkers in 1970°s vied and presented the ‘patriarchal
. character of oppression of women and nature. - ' Ty

Since 80’s Vandana Shiva and Maria Mies approach has hecnme‘_‘glmﬁinanl. IFor
example Shiva looks at a decper spiritual connection between women and nature
than men have. But Mie's materialistic approach sces the privileged bond-of
“women with nature as the product of an historical development that devalued
‘the ability of procreation. Eco-feminists also point . out the. linguistic
representation of nature and women depicting oppression of women and land’
such as: mother nature women as wild, untamed. reap nature’s bounty. C

There are theoretical differences among eco-feminists frameworks on the basis of
_ spiritual thinking. psyvchological and materialistic argiuments. Bul all stress in
one way or the other about women's privileged bénd with naturc. )

Constructed and critiquc' on feminist theories is an on going process. Fhis does

riot mean that any standpoint is not valid; in fact the debate takes it to precisiom.
For the perfection of knowledge the discourse analysis is imperative. ‘

; ; | I A



o E;’l‘.Reading:.

74 a) Irmgard Schultz (2006) *The Natural World and the..
‘Nature of Gender', Kuthy Davis, M: Evans & J. Lorber "
 (eds.) in Handbook of Gender and Women's Studjes ,
| SAGE. London. Pp 376-393, = - -

7.4 b) Gwyn Kirk & Margo Okazawa- Rey (1998) *‘Women :

‘ and the Environment® Women's lives: ! | 1 A
Perspectives. Mayfield Publishing Company, U.S. pp 406-

411. : |
74 ¢) Warwick Fox. (2008) “The Deep Ecology Eco- |
Jeminisnt Date and its Paraliels™, 3. Biird. Callicott and':
Clare Palmer (ed by) Environmental Philosophy: ritical |
Concepts in_the' Environment (Vol. i) ‘Routelage. New |
York. - ' o o o
7.4 d) Ariel Kay Salleh (2005) “Deeper than Deép Ecology; .
The Eco-feminist Connection™ J-Baird Callicott and Clare E
Palmer (ed by) Eavironmental Philosophy: Critical |

| Concepts in the Environment (Vol. _li) Routelage, New{

York. Pp.135-139

& SAQ

~ [Q.1. " Whether it is materialistic orspiritual eco-feminism |

| saving natural Tesources is important for our futljrei
| generations. S SR S
I Q. 2. Do you believe in the philosophy of conserving water, |- .
electricity, food etc in your house? - '

- e oma————— 4 . .- -
.
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Unit 8

Proactive Women Environmental movements in the World

Dr Riffat Haque
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-8.1 , l‘ntroduction

Through out the world, ecologlcal equuhbnum has heen broken by a number of
- _interrelated factors. The changes in- land use and dlstl‘lb\ltlon have. m.\sncall\
affected the poor, leaving them wnth limited resources. At the same. time
_ population growth contmues to increase the number of people who dcpend on
limited resources. The impact of scarcity has been particularly hard on women,

"and their traditional responsibilities made arduous and time consuming. -

In the countries/regions, where the.conditions of women were already miserable,
“the lmpact of envnronmcntal degladatmn “worsened -their life due to their
eng_agement to colvlect “atel. fuel. wood - etc. The\ are often forced- mto '
_ unsustainable patterns of ecosystem management where on the name of
development the. emlronmental balance is being damaged by cutting trees,

buildinigs are bemo eonstructed factories and industries. throwing hazardous

. 'material in the air etc Bec.\use of - the life tong- relatlonshlp mth their.

'enuronment, women have a distinct: perspectne on the lssue of envlronmental

" degradatnon and methods of solution.

In paor peasant households women have a closer relatlonshlp with their natural

environment as they depend on the ecosystem for food, fodder, fuel water and
"'Iivellhood ’l‘he env:ronmental cnsis-deforestatlon, depletion and saltation of .
water resources, land degradatlon and env:ronmental pollutton have provoked
many peasant women's groups to protest agamst exlstmg pohcles of resource |

management.

Though women have iimited'power. often(they_.strugg‘le to find ways to'roisc
‘their voices tﬁrough grass-root movemelits or NGO‘s. Through out the world
- there are hundreds of voluntary groups worl\mg at mlcro-le\ el lo tackle with
enuronmcntal problems such as deforestatlon, afforestatlon. to prevem dam-
~ constructions, water pollutlon such as Green Belt Movement in Kenya, “Pak
-.\'l(.wl'l and Dong Moﬁg M'o'\re‘me’nt.s in 'Thaila_nd,-Chipko and SEWA Movements -

in India and Africa etc. In such initiatives local communities are in charge of
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‘their environment because they are concerned about civil rights. rural

development. tribal welfare and science d'emystiﬂ_catio’n. ‘In. this unit-a few

o I'amous 'grass root movements are being mentioned which have played a major

' role in.environment savmg locally .as well have encouraged world wide action

and momentum
8.2 Objectives

-To learn about some of the worlds’ known grass root level movements which
brought environmental issues to the fore § ront?
- To examinc a few environment related movements such as Plogressne

.women’s reform movement, Chipko movement and Green Belt movénment.

8.3 Progressive Women’s Reform Movement

In the 1890s American women emerged as a"major fon_:ce fofr social reform. .
Millions _joined civic organizations and, under the banmer of "m_un_i’c’ipél -
housekeeping,” extended their roles from domcstiedutiee to concern about their
‘communities and enviro'nments. Their contributions were vital in civiliiing and
intproving the horrific conditions created np’ the industrial revolution ‘and the
philosophies of social d_arwinism and unregolated-capitalism. One of the first was .
Ellen Swallow Rienards; whose work in the decndee.after,.the Civil War set the
etage for the women's Progreésive movement. Richards was the first. woman‘
admitted to the 'Massachn_setts Inétitute of Teehnologv and the first seientist to.

- conduct stréam by stream water surveys in the United States.

. The movement was involved in factory and food inspection laws: the first in the
nation Involvement of \'vomen and the whole community workin'g in a
' partnershlp with local government to maintain cleanliniess of the city and

develcpment of sanltar) sewer treatment Sy stems was initiated. -

Women's clubs and civic improvement groups.of the Progressive era contributed 7
immeunse energy to the cause of conservation, vvit_h Iong—lasti'ng effects. As late as

1948, a New York: Times editorial page. in an endorsement :of an anti-smoke



rally, wouid "urge housewnes and others to take this opponnnm " Like
Richards. man\ women also contributed to the samtar\ movement and the
reform of awful. -condmons in urban stums.: These and myny more ‘were the
proactwe initiatives of American u omen which culminated into their fight for
| . suffrage . movement through “Iuch tl:e\ got rlght to vote. To have a better.
kno.nrle_dge of the concept ot"— *home ecoiog_\ mtroduced first” time in this-

mo\'ement study the following reading. .

Q Redding

18.3 Progresswe Women s Reform Movement
| Source: www.rurat et -whevap ke Tistinich s Lo
. ! WWW. WA, O‘Q!P'QQ""QSV LN E‘QJ' v i .-, .

v —m o sem B . [

s

£ SAQ oo s

Q What were the reasons, which got attention of Progressne Wamen's /
attcntlon to ecolggical issues"

-

8.4 Chipko Movement in«ln’dia :

. The concept of saving tr.ees from felling_b_\‘ egnbrueing‘them is oid in lndian
culture. Chipko tnovement of India’s Himalayan foothills hay gained enormous
fame throughout the world"s envnronmental circles for its. succe«sfnl efforts

| "agamst deforestatlon L Iteralh Chlpko. means “to embrace™, has spread to many

. "other parts of- India and has drawn world-wide attention for its ingenious

methods of civil disobedience including clinging to trees. F nuronmem.xl.
degradatlon and out migration of hlll men in search of emplos ment contrlhuted
in altei ation of Hlmalayan society pushing women into ne\\ ro'les by
undernnmng the soclal and ecological structure that once ordered their lives.

The combmanon of societal pressures and Gandhlan philosophy lnsplred such'
'women to assert thelr rights and challenge the destruction happenmg around

them. e

,The Chtpko movement is the contemporary expressmn of a contmuing heritage
of peaeeful resistance by the people of Uttarakhand Whlle the fight against

alcohol consumptlon provided the platform for the organisation of women. tlle |
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~ increasing conflict over forest produce between the loval and non-local industrm

provided the rnllwng paint for popular pl otest durlng the sixties.
The movément in the sixties was organised around four major issues:

. The organisation of women, .
- 2. Fight against alcohol consumption'.
" 3. Fight for torest rights.

4. The es(ahlishment,of local. furest based small industries.

. ——
H

, l 8.4 Routledge, P (1991) . The Chipko Movement. Terrains of
| Resistance: Nonviolent Social Movements and Contestatron of ,
\ Place in (ndia. Westgm-t. Conn. Prﬂeger. . | i

--—--

- BS¥ew %\&%%&\W\m\&m{\\\ |

| The Green Belt Movement aims to create an understandmg of the: relationship
between the environment and_ other issues such as food producllon and health.
The seedlmgs are sold to the orgnnlzatlons and then redistnbuted at no charge. -
~ Scif-suffi cienev for commumﬂes in terms of wood fuel also reduces the dailv
burden on Kem an w omen. Often the ravages of deforestatlon requlre \mmen to
| search hours and miles for wood. The’ activity also.encourages mdniduals to
remain in the communities, rather than- mlgra_t_e. to the urban arcas in search of
. jnbs or charity'.. For‘ehiidfen the exposure to the prnjec;s of movement plays a
critical role, small farmers learn to n;)pi‘ec'iate the connections hém"een forestry.
soil consery ation and tllcu own needs of wood. Ihe mt-.-rulud party m pvnplv
who want to henefit hnm the movements activities ll'u have to prepace the land
as per speciﬁcatnons and before planting the seedlings thcw h.ne to conimit for
high survival rate of the trees. Such act:vitles also provide the National (onncll
of Womcn.-Kenva. with an'uppm tunity to meet communitv lenders and establish
critical ties het\weu tlie women's group and- mher nrg'minnona The goals of the

moy ement are:

Go'alll: To strengthen and‘ex'pa'nd the Green Belt Movement in Kenya
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‘,po“e ’ g, espCC "‘:'-wm_nen and girls, and nurture their .
' nd emrepreneurulsl\llls"‘ - '

d elltures of peace

P B
R e

,So the Grcen Belt Nlovement not only isa means to reforest the land bu! it
"lnvolves the whole community responding to a - multitude of needs. The
mo\emem has hnghligllted the strength and power of women mdkmg them
leaders which . was nor expected or acccpted earlicr on. \\omcn ‘have
‘comrhunicated and involved the whole families in the ethics of cn\'ironment

perceptions and in the practical management of natural resources. energy and
waste, 2004 Nobel Peace Prize recipient. Wangarl Maathai ln l,ondon. December
~ 2004 suid in an interview that; '

“Tlle_' Green ‘Bell_Movcm‘en,t‘, eventuel_ly became an organlzntlon ,
that engaged in educ'atlhg communities, educating citizens on the

need to protect thclr own environment but also on tlic necd to :

. eiisure tl:at governmems munage their resourees. manage their
environment, responsibly- and accoumably And to be able to do
that, they needed education and they needed to empower

| themselves to overconie fear. to overcome Ietharg\. and.to heeome :
active pnrue}punts in the way their resources were heing managed.

- And that cheutially'trauslated into a'p‘roademocraci‘ movcmenl. '
'adwcac\.. demanding better management.of resources. tr\'ing to
v'hold gOV: ernments accountable. and exposlng these governments,
cspcciulh with - respeet to human rights. women's . rnghts. and
environmental rights”, )

9



Rending

Mt;org/

I 8 5 The Green Belt Movement http //greenbelt

-

, SAQ . .

Q. The Chlpl\o and Green _belt movements are very |mportant what !
i support they =got from their respecnve  governments?

8.6 The SEWA Movement in India

The Self-Employed Women's Association (or SEWA as it is known nniirers'ally) is

the outstanding success story of the contemporary women s Igbour movement in -

lndia. Essentiallv a union with more than 46,000 members. it focuses on the -

poorest and’ most vulnerable segments of Indian society - women who are seil'- )
' employed or who work in the informal sector. Today. barely 20 yeurs after
- having come into existence, SEWA is a major source of lnsplratlon for all those
throughout the world who are grapplmg with: economic and development issues
as they relate to women. _ -
The mass mo‘blllzatmn strengthens the SEWA mowement and at the same. time
hlghllghts their own prcmng and elearI) identified issue. The issuc is identified
h\ the women .md local lcadcrw as one wluch affects Jarge numbcers of pcopk
issucs. The main campaigns are as I'ollows ‘
. Vendors Campaign ’
- The Water C ampaign. |
- Home-hased Workers Campaign i
. The Food Securm Campaign
- Llean Ahmedab.xd (amp.ugn
- Campaign for Forest Workers
- Campaign for Rccogmtmn of Dais (Tradmonal Bnrth Attendanh) g
- Campaign for Child Car ¢ and - '

- Earthquake relicf, recovery and rehabilitation work
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Relevant to this course context could be many issues but the most pertinent are
water management strategies and- reforestation, tree nurscerics. gum collectivn

and salt farming which are being included in the reading.

Reading

~ '8.,6 a)Daniel W. Crowell. 2003. “Water shed Development™ and
“Forestry and Minor Forest Products” in The SEWA Movement and
Rural Development. Sage Publication . London. pp 25-40 '
8.6 b)Daniel W. Crowell. 2003. “Forestry and Minor Forest Products™ |
in The SEWA Movement and Rural Development. Sage Publication .

- London. pp 41-66 | | B

| Source: www.sewa.org/Annual_Report

4 SAQ o

!} Q. The strategies of reforestation of SEWA Movement are quite similar '
| to that of Green Belt Movement in Kenya, what is your argument? hi
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Unit9

Pakistan Government Policies:‘ Enyironmeht and Gender

~ Dr Riffat Haque
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9.1 Introduction

Sil_l’cé 1980°s government and development agencies became aware of the need of gender
iséues in environment. The government of Pakistan immediately took measurcs to
mamtam quality standards and adopted an Ordinance for the protection o
environment at different levels. To solve enmonmental problems for an under
developing country is an intimidating task because of limited finances. technical and

administrative capacity. But with the help of foreign financial assistance many policies
- have heen initiated both at government and NGO level. The gentlet analysis has not
served as a tool for pohc\ makKers and planners in the environment schemes. 1. .ltel\

some begmning has been made‘by NGO sector in stud)mg the gender factor.

9.2 Objectives
The unit aims to have an understanding of’
* - Pakistan government’s initiatives regarding environment.

"- Integration of genider perspective in the environmental programmes.
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high of 33% of the population.

9.3 Colonization and.the conflict over natural resources

The first radical change in resovrce control and the emergence of major conflicts over

natural resources induced by non-local factors was associated with colonial domination,

~ of this part of the world. Colonial domination systematically transformed the common

vital resources into commedities for generating profits and growth of revenues. The
first mdustnal revnlut.mn was ta a lacge extent sungacted. by this transfocaation. of,
commons into commodities which permitted. . European mdusmes access to the

resources of South Asia,

With the collapse of the international colonial structure and the establishment of
sovereign countries in the region, this international conflict over natural resources was
expected to be reduced and replaced b-\; resource policies guided by comprehensive

natlonal interests. However, resource use policies contmued along the colonial p‘:ttern

_ and, in the recent past, a second drastic change in resource use has been mmated to

meet the international requlrcmeuls and the demands of the elites in the Third World.
leading to vet another acute conflict ameong the diverse interests. The most scriously
lhrea_teneo iinterest. in this conflict, appears to be that of the politically weak and
_socially disorganised group whose resource requirements are minimal and whosc
survival, is primarily ‘debéndc‘nt directly on the products' of nature outside the market

system. Recent changes in resource utilisation have almost wholly by-passed the

survivai needs of thcsc groups. These changes. are prlmarllv gulded bw the requirements

of the countries of the North and of the elites of the South

-

Pakistan, with its economy dependent on natural resources, faces the daunting

_chailenge of thé grou'ing imbalance between. an'increasing population and thc_

availability of nataral resources to meet the basic needs of the people. Limited financial.
technical and administrative capaciq: of the country in solving em'iroumental orohl'ems
is a major constraint in tackling this basic issue. Similarly. exponential growth of urban
populatlon coupled wnth growmg number of- \ehlcles burning fossu fuels, and rapid-
growth of mdustrles in local pockels is aho posing scrious threats lo the sur roundm-v
environment. As a result; it is cstimated that apps oumatel) -4% of GDP is" lost

annually due to environmental degradation. This environmental degradation, along.

A with other factors has resulted in an increase in poverty, which is now at an all time -
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The country's environmental probtems are grr)uper'-. into two broad categories with
varying degree of impacts. The first. a: mvl;.-, pnm.mh from a unn!*n*.nn-n uf poveriy
and population grm\lh. leading ta the over-exploitation of natur al reseuree mpn!.)l andl
the second, emanating from .the largely unplanned increase in mdu\lnahmnon .wd

urbamzatwn, leading o the ° pollution of " water, air and Ian(l.

94 GoVernmcnt of Pakistan lnit’iatives regarding cnvironment

The government of Pakistan realize that in order to balance economic growth and
enwronmental preservation, it is important to promote sustainable de\e!opment
initiatives aud to create and enhance awareness among mdn iduals and oroamsmons

alike on their rotes and responslblhues in this reg.\rd

The govermiaent recognize its responsibility for regulating and tackling multi-
dimensional. cnvironmental problems wﬁ_ich need to tackle the unchecked use of'
T ‘.nlous chenucals. plastics and cther toxlc materials th:ll has polluted land. water
and air, The planners also realize to halt environmcnt_gl degrad.ltroli through effective

_laws and regulatory provisions.

* To address the environmental challenges, the Governmeat of Pakistan took varions
steps starting with the enactment of the Pakistan Envirornnenmi Protection Ordinance
~in'1983. To check the abuse of environmental resources, the Governmient of Pakistan
has laid down Nanonal Enwronmental Quality Standards (NEQS) for mumcnp.ll and
liguid mdnstrml effluent and industrial gaseous emissions, motor vehicle ethaust and
noise. The NFQS in respect of municipal waste, industrial units and vehicular emis'ﬁi(ms
were nouﬁed 'on and enforced from August 24, 1993. With regard to new industrial
units, the NEQS have been enforccd from July l 1996. The Pakistan annronmemal
Protection Act 1997 and other regulatory rules and regulations clearly demonstrate the
' progress that has been made in the cm{ironmental_ure_na:. as,we!:I as deﬁ'uing,im-estmen-t
opportunitics in this critical area. Based on the. mid-term review of the NCS and other
lessons le:ir'nt, in implementing the Social Action Progrnmrrlc (SAP) and ‘various other

development programmes, theerilii‘stry of Environment, Local Government & Rural
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_-De.'vclppnten't‘ of the Government of Pakistan developed the Natiﬁnal Envirommental |
Action Plan (NEAP) in 2001. |
The four core arcas of NEAP are: clean air;.clean water; solid waste managemcnt and
eco-system management An integrated approach with involvement of prm incial and
local government has been adopted to implement the plan. In thiy ‘contest. the

.._Gowernmont of Pakistan and UNDP have jomtly initiated an umbrella support
programme t:t!cd the NEAP Support Programme, providing the flexibility of
respondmg, to emerginig national priorities lhrough project interventions, with focus on

~ the pmert\ unnonment nexus.

With the i increase in mdustrles, lraﬂ’ic and populanon, polluuon is gradually on the rise
and- demands evolving of concrete and long term strategy to tackle the existing and
‘emerging pollution problems. In pursuance of NEAP, lslamnbad Chamber of
Commerce and’ lndust_ry (ICCI) and Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) hmr
. taken measures for installing pollution'contrml devices in the steel industries. The
reprcsentatives of these organizations have urged acad’emia to ‘work on indigenous
manufacturmg of pollutmn control devices, efl' cient iu workmg and cmnpenme in
prices to ’ eucouragc industries ‘ for B its installation.
- The government of Pakistan, under the Clean Drmkmg Water Initiative (CDWI), with
the help of US Aid’s safe dr_mk:ng water and hygiene promotion project will install
6,000 wal'er filter plants nationwide tn ensure clcan drinking'watcr in every union -
councll “The project t.:rgets approxlmatelv 30 million peoplc for plOVISIOll of clean

~ water with a natwnal hygiene and sanitation promouon campaign.

‘Towards the goal of "Environmentnlly Sustainable Dew'elopfnent to Reduce Humiin
'Povertv" UNDP has developcd Slralegw Results Framework (SRF). with two

correspouding sub goals wluch are: /

1. Sustainable cnvironmental management and energy devclopment to -improve the

livelihoods and security of the poor.

2. Regional and global instruments for environmentally sustainable development thai
- -benefit the poor: - Natioual capacity to implement projects‘ for the conservation of
_ 87 .



environment, financed by global environment funds can only be achieved through

effective implemesitation of the interventions.

Reading

[ 9.4 2) Government of Pakistan (2003) National Env:ronmen(al Pollc! pp7-
21,

l

{

% 94b) Government of P.lkistan (2006-07) Pakistan Economic Snrvev ZDOQ;

| 07 _
{ ‘ : :

9.4 c) Environmental -~ Chalienges in Pakistan
.pk/undp/energy/ b

L& SAQ

Q. Identify environmental i issues which you C0nSIdel neced |mmcdmte T

attention of the government?

!
I
!
: : : i

Q. What are our civic duties to maintain our environment? , .
; o : ' |
: - |
!

Q. What role media is plaving to highlight the dwyironment issi:_es'.’

9.5 Government of Pakistan: Emphasis on Gender and Envi‘ron-ment

Mmlstr\ of Women Development, Gmernment of Pak:shn has. prepared a \atwnalr
. Plan of Actlon to implement its commitments to mstltutlomlrse gender equity under
the Comentlon on Elimination of All Forms of Dlscrlmmatmn Against Women. With
the technical assistance of Asian Development Bank a Gender Reform Pregram to
improve the framework of ,é,cn_(ler policics.and to develop institutional mechanisms
- dealing with gender issues has l)e&n‘ devclOpcd‘ The Gender Reform Action Plan
(GRAPs) is an a;.,end-: for reform focusmg on defined polmc.ll and’ '1dmlmstratw
componcnts. The Mmlstry has becn 1rranomg series of trammgs for government
personnel’s, NGOs and CBOs in order raise-their understanding of this issue. Some of
- the national and international organizations whose agenda covers gender and

environment in Pakistan are:

 Asia Pacific Forum on Women -Law and Development (APWLD)

www.apeld.org -
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Women FEmpowerment Literacy.and Development QOrganization (WE1L.DO)

Sustainable Agr‘iculture:'an example at Panhwar Fruit,Farn\: Farziana
Panhwar. Latifabad, Hyderabad. ‘

Simi l\amnl (2605) “\’\romen and Water lssues ot Fntnlemenrs Access and

N Equity™ . Global Wntcr Pnrtnershlp

All efforts in the direction of gender sensltizauon are madequate and- mtegratlon of |
'gender perspcctne in policy, planning «md lmplemenmtlon is constdered as a pmhltm
not as a tool or a lens to look at the true dtmenswn l'or the purpose of a frumul light.

- Referrmg to the Pakistan gevernments \atlonal Enwronment Policy section 1.3
mentions gender and environment which states that the government may “compile
: gender disaggregated data, address the env:ronmental issues which affect women, to
ensure women'’s p'\rnclpatlon in enuronment pro;ects and to mclude the nsue in
currlcuia It is difficult to find an\ such initiative at government level not even a walk

arranged for the purpose what to talk of any tangrble measures.

,...i Reading

—— - e e e e at ok = e . ———ta ==

i 9.5a) E.nvnonmem'\l Polm and Gender Issues www.gdre, org/gender (6/*!07) ‘

ppi-3

b) Gmernmem of Pakistan (200‘5) Nanoml Envtronment'tl Pohc\ section

9.5
43pl 6

i
i

% SAQ

FQ.W hat are the gender dlmensmm of Keeping our env tronmLm clc'm * Write in -
* two columus one for male and other for femule?

+ Q. Worhen as pressure group can influence the gov ernment policies. How? "

Q. 1dentify an NGO in Paklstau which is w urkmg on ﬂeuder andl en\nonmuu

| issues?
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Recommended Read_ings. websites and movements'on
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Zed Books, Lonnon | | | | |
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Delhn . . o ,
Janet"Hénsha}l_ Momsen (2004) Gender and. Development Routledge;
- London. | .
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Nen York.
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G.. K (‘lmsh (1991) leronment and \\omen De\elonmun Ashish

I‘ubhshmg House, New Dellu
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Islamnb‘:d o '
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TUCN. Karachi.

Danietl W. Crowell. (2003) The SEWA Movement and Rural

Development. SAGE, Publications, New Delhi.

“Hamara Mahol” Compilation : of  Newspaper on
- Eﬁ'\'imnment 1993-1937. Shirkat Gah. Karachi, (Urdu).
_ Bina- Agarwal (1998)_‘A" Field of One's Own: Gendér and land Righis in

‘South Asia Cambridge University Press. Canbridge.

_Almas Shlim (iranslator)‘ (2006) “Al‘at' 'ka Antazami_Lahia-i-amal aur

Sanafi jahctai”, Practical Action, UNDP and RDPI, Islamabad,

"Ghosh G. K. (1995) Environment and_Women vlv)evelop- ment Ashish
Publishing House. New Dethi.
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