ALLAMA IQBAL OPEN UNIVERSITY, ISLAMABAD

(Department of English Language & Applied Linguistics)

	WARNING

1. PLAGIARISM OR HIRING OF GHOST WRITER(S) FOR SOLVING THE ASSIGNMENT(S) WILL DEBAR THE STUDENT FROM AWARD OF DEGREE/CERTIFICATE, IF FOUND AT ANY STAGE.

2. SUBMITTING ASSIGNMENT(S) BORROWED OR STOLEN FROM OTHER(S) AS ONE’S OWN WILL BE PENALIZED AS DEFINED IN “AIOU PLAGIARISM POLICY”.


	Assignment Submission Schedule

	6 credit Hours
	Due Date
	3 credit hours
	Due date

	Assignment 1
	15-12-2026
	Assignment 1
	08-01-2027

	Assignment 2
	08-01-2027
	
	

	Assignment 3
	30-01-2027
	Assignment 2
	20-02-2027

	Assignment 4
	20-02-2027
	
	

	Note: Tutorial schedule (Rehnama-e-Tulba) will available on AIOU website: http://www.aiou.edu.pk


Course: Compulsory English-I (386/ ENGL 1001)         Semester: Autumn, 2026
Level: HSSC

Please read the following instructions for writing your assignments. (SSC, HSSC & BA Programmes)
1.
All questions are compulsory and carry equal marks, but within a question the marks are distributed according to its requirements.

2.
Read the question carefully and then answer it according to the requirements of the question.

3.
Late submission of assignments will not be accepted.

4.
Your own analysis and synthesis will be appreciated.

5.
Avoid irrelevant discussion/information and reproducing from books and study guides of allied material.

Total Marks: 100
Pass Marks: 40

ASSIGNMENT No. 1

(Units 1-5)

Q.1 
How would you seek permission in each of the following scenarios? Respond in 1-2 sentences:
(10)
	a) You want to leave a gathering early because you are not feeling well.
b) You need permission to use a shop’s Wi-Fi for a short time.

c) You want to borrow a friend’s bicycle for the evening.

d) You want permission to park your vehicle in a private parking area.

e) You want to use someone’s phone to make an urgent call.


Q.2
Correct the following run-on sentences. Place a comma, full-stop, semi-colon, colon, conjunction, etc. as required.
(10)

	a) i woke up early i missed the bus

b) it was very hot we did not go for our daily walk

c) The teacher entered the room everyone became silent

d) we waited for a long time the train did not arrive we returned home

e) she packed everything clothes shoes books notebooks and toiletries

Note: Some of these will require full-stops, some will require a colon or semi-colon, and some will require a comma and/or a conjunction.  


Q.3
Correct the following sentences by using the correct punctuation. Use capitals where needed, add full-stops where required, commas where necessary, etc.
(10) 
	a) last year we visited lahore

b) i will come tomorrow she said
c) when we reached the station the train had already left

d) he packed his books notebooks pens and pencils

e) the teacher asked him why he was late again


Q.4
Select the correct meaning of the underlined word based on the sentence in which it is used. 
(10)
	Passage
The journey to the village was long but interesting. As we moved up the mountain, the road became so narrow that only one person could walk at one time, and the weather became very hot and unpleasant around noon. We were becoming tired, but our guide was very patient. He answered all our questions calmly. Because the village was in a very remote location, there were no cities or facilities nearby. However, despite these difficulties, we felt quite happy and satisfied.

	Meanings

i. far away from cities / towns

ii. feeling happy / content

iii. not enjoyable / uncomfortable

iv. having very little space

v. able to remain calm / able to wait long without getting angry


Q.5
Write a description of 60-70 words for any ONE of the following, including such things as appearance, routine, atmosphere, etc.
(20)
	a) A shop / market you love to visit
b) A safe place that makes you feel relaxed

c) The scariest place that you know


Q.6
Homonyms are words that have different meanings in different contexts. Read the sentences given below and explain what each word means in both of the sentences in which it has been used.
(10)
	Bat

a) She hit the tree with a bat.

b) A bat was hanging from the tree.

Close

a) Please close the door quietly.

b) They are close friends.
Book
a) I will book a seat for the journey.

b) He borrowed a book from the library.

Ring

a) She wore a beautiful ring on her finger.

b) I will ring you in the evening.

Cold

a) He caught a cold after the rain.

b) She gave me a cold look.


Q.7
Convert the following informal requests into formal ones:
(10)
	a) Let me borrow your book.

b) Let me speak to your manager.

c) Let me use your computer for some time.

d) I must leave early because I am not feeling well.

e) Allow me to be absent today.


Q.8
How would you politely refuse permission in the given scenarios (respond in 1-2 sentences)
(10)

	a) A friend asks to use your phone for an urgent long call, but your battery is almost dead.
b) A neighbor asks to use your car parking for guests, but there is no parking space available.

c) A friend asks you to stay up late for a gaming session, but you have an early appointment tomorrow.
d) A friend asks you to lend money, but you are short of cash yourself.

e) A friend asks you to change the TV channel, but everyone else seems to be enjoying the current programme.


Q.9
Write a description of 60-70 words for any ONE of the following, including such things as appearance, routine, personality, etc.
(10)

	a) A friend who has influenced you positively

b) The kindest person among your friends

c) A neighbor whom you really admire


Total Marks: 100
Pass Marks: 40

ASSIGNMENT No. 2

(Units 6-9)
Q.1
Use an appropriate cohesive linker to join the following sentences:
(10)
	a) The weather changed suddenly. The match was cancelled.
b) The bell rang. The students left the classroom.

c) I studied hard. I failed the test.

d) He woke up late. He rushed to get ready. He missed the meeting.
e) We waited for a long time. The bus was late. 


Q.2
Read the sentences given below and complete the story. Your answer should be 100-120 words long.
(20)

	The power went out suddenly, and the entire house became dark. Everyone stopped talking. The silence was deep. A few seconds later, we heard…


Q.3
For each of the following scenarios, write an apology that is appropriate to the context.
(10)
	a) You forget to bring your assignment to class.

b) You speak loudly in the library.

c) You give someone incorrect information by mistake.

d) You fail to reply to an urgent message on time.

e) You spill water on someone’s desk accidentally.


Q.4
Write a short paragraph on any one of the following topics. You answer should be 80-100 words long.
(20)

	a) Why Silence is Sometimes Better than Words
b) A Skill I Want to Learn and Why
c) Why Everyone Needs a Break Sometimes


Q.5
Write an expression of agreement and disagreement for the following:
(10)

	Example:

Statement: Online learning is just as good as classroom learning.
Agreement: I agree that online learning is useful because students can study at their own time.
Disagreement: I am afraid I disagree; classroom learning is better because it allows students to interact directly with teachers.
a) Clean surroundings help people stay happy.

b) Time should not be wasted on sports.
c) Taking breaks is important when studying.

d) Spending time outdoors is important for health.

e) Listening is more important than speaking.


Q.6
Read the issues given below. For each, state your opinion and then provide a good reason. 
(10)

	Example:

Issue: Is it important to manage time effectively?
Opinion: In my opinion, it is important to manage time effectively.
Reason: It is important to manage time effectively because it helps us complete tasks on schedule and reduces stress in daily life.
a) Is it important to get enough sleep?
b) Is it important to think carefully before making decisions?

c) Is it important to help people in need?

d) Is it important to save water?
e) Is it important to avoid wasting food?


Q.7
Q.4
Read the sentence given below and identify five things that can be discussed later on in the paragraph:
(10)

Traveling to new places can be both exciting and challenging.
Q.8
Read the article given below and answer the following questions:
(10)
	Public libraries have played an important role in spreading knowledge for many years. They provide free access to books, newspapers, and other learning materials for people of all ages. Students often use libraries to prepare for exams, while others visit them to improve their reading habits. In a world where digital media is growing rapidly, libraries remain valuable because they offer a quiet environment that helps people concentrate and think deeply. It allows people to work and learn with focus.
Apart from education, libraries also help build a sense of community. They organize reading sessions, workshops, and educational programs that encourage people to learn together. Even when they do not, they create a feeling of companionship among the people who frequent them. Libraries also promote equal opportunities by allowing everyone, regardless of income or race or gender, to access information. Although technology has changed how people read, libraries continue to adapt by offering digital resources alongside traditional books.
a) Why do libraries remain important despite the internet?
b) How do libraries help students and other readers?

c) In what way do libraries contribute to a sense of community?

d) How can libraries be seen as promoting equal opportunities?

e) How have libraries adapted to changes brought by technology?
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